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Reforming the Vicious. 


Delivered in ſeveral 


In the Moneths of June and July, 1701. 8 


a Miniſter of the Ch 
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d by the Heirs and Succeſſors of Ard: 


HE Author judged it exbedient to acquaint thee, that when 
he delivered this Diſcourle in ſeveral Sermons to the 
People of his own Charge, be Pad not the leaſt thought of 
making the ſame more publick, And that thereafter, be 
continued ſtill averſe therewnto, notwithſtanding of the © 

” Importunity of ſeveral Friends. But now, the abounding of Vice 

end Prophanneſs, and particularly of that abominable Sin of ' Fang 

me; And the ſtac kueſs he perceivett in ſome, who once ſeemed to be 

E Zealons. end forward for hg the Execution of the Laws againſt 


contribute any thing for promoving ibe glorious End and Deſren propoſed 


I 5 king it Publick : For this End, he recommends 
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Suppreſſing Vice, and Reforming the Viciou nm 
Delivered in feveral SERMONS On 


Levit. 19. 17. | 
44d not ſuſſer Sin upon bim. 3 


— 4 


T is much to be Lamented that notwithſtanding of all the Nins 
taken, and all the Means GOD hath made uſe of for reclaiming 4 
this ſinful Generation; yet Prophanneſs and Wickedneſs ſtill 3 
aboundeth, to the diſhonour of GOD, the ſcandal of Religion, 
and the ruine of the Souls of People; And that under ſuch 

a clear Goſpel Light, and after ſo many days of ſolemn Faſtiis 


and Humiliation, and in a Nation where fo many laudable Laws are | 


made againſt Vice and Immorality. I ſhall not now deſcend into a par= 7 
ticular enumeration of the Cauſes of this. Only, it is generally com- 


* 


plained of, and not without Ground, that though we have excellent 
Laws againſt Vice and Prophanneſs, yea fo excellent that it is a 
tion if any Nation in the World hath better; Yet theſe Laws are nan 
put to due and vigorous Execution by inferiour Magiſtrats, at lea 
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dend char eighbours ? And amongſt theſe Duties of Righs | 


eee toward their - Neighbours, this is one which we have in this 


© Verſe, viz. ſeaſonable Reproof. This Duty is. very peremptorly enjoy - 
1 ned, Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour. q. 3. Thou ſhall by 2 
= mcans neglect this Duty. And then, it is urged by ſeveral Arguments, 
. Becauſe ſeaſonable Rebuke is an Argument of Love, and the | 


© neglect thereof is an Argument of Heart-hatred ; Thos ſhalt not hate thy | 
= brother in thine heart ; Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke bim. 2. Becauſe of 8 
our Neighbours Relation to us, he is !by brother, therefore rebuke him. F 
. And then this Duty of Reproving is awplifyed in the Words of my 


= Text, And not ſuffer ſin upon bim. The Words may be otherways rende- 1 
red, as they are in the Margine of ſome of our Bibles, That thou bear not } 
7 for bim. And ſo they contain a third Argument for preſſing the ; 
Duty of Reproof, viz. becauſe if we neglect to reprove our Neighbour, 
Vo aare . with the Guilt of his Sin: 
But I chuſe to ſpeak from the Words as they are rendered in our 
= Tranſlation, And not ſuffer ſin upon him. i. e. Thou ſhalt not ſuſſer thy 


. Neighbour to go on in Sin, or to ly under the guilt of Sin, by neglecting ; 
2 ſeaſonable Reproof,or other proper Means whereby he may be reclaim- \ 
de or brought to Repentance, There is more implyed in theſe Words 

= than there is expreſſed ; and not ſuffer ſin upon him. i. e. Thou ſhalt by 4 
ſeaſonable Reproof and other proper Means, endeavour to reclaim him, | 


=_ - The Doctrine I propoſe is this, 5 
is the Duty, even of privat Chriſtians, to endeavour ite Re- 
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and to ſuppreſs and bear down fin in him. 
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= formation and Reclaiming of Vicious Perſons among t ho 
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they live, and to uſe all proper Means for ſuppreſſing and bearing ; 
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dlon Sin in them. 
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=_ As this Doctrine doth clearly ariſe from the Text; So the Truth 

== thereof is evident from other places of Scripture. - As Jude v. 22, 23. And 
= of ſome bave Compaſſion, making a difſerence: And others ſave with fear, 
irg them out of the Fire; Hating even the Garment ſpotted by the Fleſh, 
= We lhould extend our compaſſion to Sinners, and endeavour their Sal- 
== vation from Sin, and from the Wrath they are in danger of by Sin. Sick- 
like, Jam. 5. 19, 20, Brethren, if any e. do erre from the truth, and one 
een vert him; let bim know that he which converteth the ſinner from the errour 
% bis way, ſhall ſave a foul from death; and hall bide a multitude of ſs, 
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hence it appears to be the Duty, even of privat Chriſtians, to endea- - 
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| a 18 Reforming 'the , w_ * 
vou the reclaiming and Converſion of Sinners from the the 
way; Or, as the Words may be rendred, to Reduce them from their” 
Errors or from their ſtrayings and wandrings. This is our Duty even 


with relpe De. ; 
brother's ox, or bis ſheep go aſtray, and hide thy ſelf from them: Thou ſhalt in 
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ect to our Neighbours Beaſt, Deut. 22. 1. Thou ſhalt not ſee thy) #8 


any caſe bring them again unto thy brother. And £xed. 23. 4. to the ſame i 


purpoſe. 


in the way of ſin. See alſo Heb. 12. 15. Looking diligently, leſt any man 
fail of the Grace of GOD, left any root of bitterne(s ſpringing up, trouble y ig, 
and thereby many be defiled, Even privat Chriſtians are to take care that 
the Roots of Cotruption in the Hearts of Men do not ſpring up in their 


Lives. $ | 
In proſecuting this Doctrine, I tall ſhew you, ; 
1. Whotheyare whom privat Chriſtians fhould endeavour to recla 


in, 


and upon whom they ſhould not ſuffer Sin, but endeavour to have 


the ſame ſuppreſſed and born down in them. * 
2. What theſe ſins are from which we ſhould endeavour to reclaim 
People, and which we ſhould not ſuffer, but endeavour to have the 
ſame ſuppreſſed in them. . 9 
3. What theſe Means are t 
Chriſtians for this End. 
4 Why itis the Duty 
5. 1 ſhall apply the whole. 


» 


the ſame ſuppreſſed and born down in them. 


1. In General, it is our Neighbours, as in the Text. 


mies. Certainly, we ſhould not ſuffer Sin upon any Man. We are 


obliged 10 do good to all men, Gal, 6, 10. We {ſhould endeavour to re- 


Certainly this is much more our Duty toward our Neighbour 
himſelf, when he is gone aſtray from the Way of 60 D, and bewildered © 
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hat are proper and incumbent to privat 


76 


of privat Chriſtians to be emplozed this may. 3 
1. Whothey are whom privat Chriſtiansſhould endeavour to reclaim; YZ 
and upon whom they ſhould not ſuffer ſin, but endeavour to haus 
, But here the 
Queſtion will be moved, who are our Neighbours? Our bleſſed LORD* 1 
anſwers this by a Parable. La N fo. 29, Cc. whereby he plainly ſneweth 
that every Man is our Neighbour : not only ſuch as live in our neigh- 
bourhood-; but Aliens and Strangers, yea our moſt: inveterate Ene-' 3 
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claim as many, and to bring Home as many to GOD as we can. Neither 
their Age, nor Sex, nor condition of Life, can exeem us from the Oh 
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ligation we are under to perform this Duty to them. We ſhould not 
ſuffer any Man to diſhonour GOD, or ruine his own Soul, or to aug 
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LORD againſt the Nation, or the place 


rok the 

Nas in, if we can help it. 1 | 15h 
ers particularly, there are ſome to whom we are under more 
„ ſpecial Obligations with reſpect to the performance of this Chriſtian 
© i Duty. As, | | | 
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...) Such as are Hllen- members with us of the ſæme Chure Rand eſpeeially 
_— ap ſame Congregation. Therefore he upon whom weſhould not ſuffer 
Sia, is called in the Text, our bother. Now, the Members of the ſame 
Church and Congregation with our ſelves, are upon ſpecial accompts to 
4 = bereckoned our Brethren and Neighbours, becauſe they have a more near 
Relation to us, and a nearer Conjuction with us than others. 
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= Therefore our bleſſed LORD calls ſuch our Brethren, Matth. 18. 15, If 


= thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee. We have ſpecial advantages and op- 


5 . of performing this Duty of Chriſtian Charity to thoſe that 
L.ire in the ſawe Congregation with our ſelves; And theſe ſpecial Ad- 
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Voantages and Opportunities lay us under a more ſpecial Obligation. 
(. 2.) Such as bave an eminent Profeſſion of Religion beysnd others and of whom 


| we cannot but in charity judge that they are truly Gracious. There is a pe- 


"Sp 


culiar kind of Love due to them, called be Love of the brethren, which 
ſhould engage us to a more carefull performance of this Duty to them. 


” 


= for their Recovery and Reformation. 2. Becauſe there is greateſt 
= likelyhood of our prevailing with them. Familiarity is like to add 
weight to what we propoſe or ſay to them 3. Becauſe we are moſt 
in danger from their Sins, by reaſon of our Familiarity with them. 
Ik we ſuffer Sin upon our dear Acquaintances, then our own Souls are 
like to pay for it. Their bad Examples may have great Influence up- 
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= Talents, for the improvement whereof we are accounta 605, 
| when _ e. to Deca ary ee | A WERE, 91 Ki: + 
„„ as are in our own Familys I may here apply What che * 
poſtle faith, 1 Tim. F. 8. If any provide not for his 2 2 25 * 
thoſe of bis own Houſe, he bath denyed the Faith, and is worſe than an lun. 
fidel, It holds good much more in ſpirituals. We are bound in aſpe- * 
cial manner to {ek rhe ſpiritual good and welfare of theſe'in\ourown 
Family. I inſtance in Children and Servants, IS A...” ORE 
Firſt, we are ſpecially obliged not to ſuffer Sin in aur Children. Oh! 
how many careleſs Parents, yea, cruel and unnatural Parents are there, 
who ſuffer their Children to goon in Sin, to their eternal Ruin? But 
ye who are Parents would conſider, that your Children are parts f 
your ſelves; They are your own Bowels : Therefore it is barbarous In» 
humanity to let them run. on in a Soul-deſtroying courſe. Again, the 
Souls of your Children are committed by GOD to your care and charge, 
Parents are as much charged with the Souls of their Children, as the 
Miniſter is with the Souls of his Flock: yea, I may ſay more » for the 
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g Souls of Children fall more naturally under the charge of their Parents. 
| Remember, you muſt give an account of them in the great Day O © Þ 
1 Pity the Souls of your poor Children, that are ready to periſh; and 
f pity your own Souls, that are like to be loſt eternally, through yout 
ö | careleſs negle of your Duty to them, | 1 1 ; 

| Secondly, we are under a ſpecial Obligation, not to ſuffer Sin upon 
| onr Servants. Alas, how many careleſs Maſters are there, who take as little > 


. care of the Souls of their Servants, as if they were nothing concerned 
what become of them? Many of you ſuffer your Servants to Lie, ⁶ 
Curſe, and Swear, and prophane the Lord's Day; and take no mors 
care of their Souls, than if they were the Souls of Brutes. This is 
I ſavage cruelty. Ye are entruſted with the care and charge of their ³⁵ 
1 Souls; Therefore, if ye ſuffer Sin upon them, what will ye anſwer to 

; GOD in the day of your accounts? | wW 5:08 


n +. > 
SS 3 > wt —_ = Ag 


1 
i (6.) And laſtiy, we are not to neglect or over- look the Sins of great 
z and rich Men. In vain are all the Endeavours that can be uſed for Re- 
| forming a ſinful Generation, if great Men be ſuffered to go on in Sin, 
and to ſive prophanely and looſly, Corrupt greatnels is very influential 8 
upon Inferiours. Great Men are ſeldom alone in Sin: They uſęe to 
have mary” Followers. When Corab rebelled, there were many chat 
| joyned with him, called therefore Corab's Company, Feroboam the 
Son of Nebat - made Ifrael to ſin. If the great Men in a Nation tag 
liberty to live wickedly and prophanely ; if prophanneſs be not 
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_ in them; Then it will ſpread through that Nation, notwithſtand. 
_— ing of all Means uſed to reſtrain, and curb it in other Perſons: And 
ſuch great Men do moſt eſfectually bring Wrath and Ruine upon the 
Nation wherein they live. Jer. 5- 5, 6. I will get me unto the great Men; 
53 theſe have altogether broken the Toke, and burſt the Bonds 
_ wherefore a Lyon out of the Forreſt ſhall ſlay them, &c. | | 
I proceed to ſhew you 3 
= II. What theſe Sins are from which we ſhould endeavour to reclaim 
= People, and which we ſhould not ſuffer, but end:avour ts have ſuppreſſed and 
born down in our Nejghbourss 

For, it may be ſaid, How (hall we get all fin born down in our 

Neighbours 2 Do what we will, the beſt of Men will be Sinners ſtill. 

Many will ly under the guilt of much Sin, when we have done our 

utmoſt to Reform them. 

Io clear this Difficulty, I ſhall ſhew you what Sins we ought not 
to ſuffer upon our Neighbour. And I ſhall handle this 

25 I. Negati vely. | 

2. Peſirively. 

1. Negatively. | | 
(I.) This is not to be underſtood of original Sin, and inherent natural 
Corruption. Indeed, if we eould poſſibly root Corruption out of the 
Hearts of Men, it were our Duty to endeavour it by all poſſible 
Means. But this is not in our power: A Body of Death will cleave 

to the beſt as long as they live. They will never get rid of it, till 
their clay Tabernacle be diſſolved. Indeed, we ſhould endeavour all 
we can to help our Neighbour toward the Mortification of in- dwel- 
ling Sin, by inſtructing him anent the neceſſity of that Duty, by ex- 
- citing and provoking him to it, and directing him to the uſe of pro- 
per Means for that End. But all we can do cannot rid him of in- 
dwelling Corruption. We cannot root it out of his Heart, It is in 
vain for us ever to attempt it. 
( 2.) Ir is not to be under food of inward Heart · Sint, that are the ſproutings 
of Original Sin. Such as Pride, Unbelief, Hypocriſie, Covetouſneſs, ſpecu- 
lative Wickedneſs, unclean Thoughts, and the like. For theſe, fo long as 
they ly hid in the Heart, and do not break out in the Life, are not 
within our Reach. God alone, who ſearcheth and tryeth the Heart, 
is proper Judge in Sins of that nature; and he alone can caſt Salt into 
- this Spring. Indeed, as I ſaid already, we ought to help our Neigh- 
bour in the mortification of theſe Sins ; And as far as they diſcover 

- themſelves in the Life of our Neighbour, ſo far are they the Objects 
ol our Chriſtian endeavours to reclaim him, and to ſuppreſs the awe. 
1 J. 34 | 8 | * ut 
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But while they ly hid in the Heart, we are not competent Judges 's 
them. | 7 e A 
2. Poſitively, When we ſpeak of ſuppreſſing Sin in our Neighbours, 
we are to underſtand the Sins of their Lives hat are known to, and diſcerned 
by ut. The Fruits and Iſſues of natural Corruption, are that which we 
ought not to ſuffer upon our Neighbour, Heb. 12. 15. Looking diligently, ® 
—— Ie any root of Bitterneſs ſpringing up, trouble jou, and there® } 
by many be defiled. We are to look to it, that theſe Roots of Bitterneſs * 
in their Hearts, do not ſpring up in their Lives. Though we cannot 
get them to be as Good as they ſhould be, yet we ſhould no ſuffer | 
them to be as Bad as they would. We cannot drain the foul Foun- 
tain that is in their Hearts; yet we ſhould do what we can to damm 
up the Streams, | | 
Particularly, we ſhould not ſuffer upon our Neighbour, 
( 1.) The venting of corrupt Principles in Religion; and eſpecially ſuch 
Principles as are ſubverſive of all true Religion, as horrid Atheiſm, in 
denying the Beeing of God; and horrid Dei/m,in denying all revealed 
Religion; and the venting of Popiſh, Socinian, Arminian and Quaker 
Principles; or any Principles contrary to or inconſiſtent with the 
Fundamental Truths of our Holy Religion ; or any Principles contrary 
to clear and plainly revealed Truths. 
( 2.) Groſs Immoralities ; ſuch as, horrid Blaſphemy, prophaning the 
Holy Name of GOD by Curſing or Swearing, abominable Drunken- 
neſs, Uncleanneſs of all forts, dreadful Perjury, the woful prophana- 
tion of the Lord's day, mocking of Piety and Godlineſs, prophane 


withdrawment from Goſpel Ordinances. O how much do theſe a- 


bound amongſt us? a Deludge of Sinthieatens us with a Deludge of 
Wrath. And theſe Immoralities are aggravated in many by their 
. Contumacy to the Diſcipline of the Church. We ought not to ſuffer i 
theſe upon our Neighbour. | me 

( 3.) Any thing unſuitable to and unbecoming the Goſpel of Chrif, Such i 
as, Formality and Careleſneſs in Religion, Lukewarmneſs and In- 
differency in the Matters of GOD, and want of Zeal for his Glory; 


when theſe are viſible in the Lives of People. Alas, is it not 


plain and evident, that the Generality of Profeſſors are highly charge- 
able wich theſe things? Many are viſibly formal and careleſs in the 


whole of their Religion. How little Zeal for GOD, is there even © 


amongſt the truly Godly? Oh, there is a ſad Decay of Zeal, even 4 
in a Time when GOD'S Glory ſuffers by abounding Prophanneſs, 


Where is the Man that hath the Courage, to ſer himſelf in Oppoſition 8 


to open and daring Wickedneſs? Again, untender walking; Idle, 
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able and carnal Diſcourſe. Many Profeſſors who will 

not be openly prophane or ſcandalous, do yet take ſuch carnal Liber- * 

ty to themſelves, as is very offenſive to tender Conſciences. Again 5 

* alight and vain Behaviour; Prodigality, vanity, and gaudineſs e 8 

Apparel, &. We muſt not ſuffer theſe upon our Neighbour. 

I come to hold forth, 0 

. III. What theſe Means are that are proper and incumbent to privat Chri- 
ſtians, for reclaiming and reforming Others, and for ſuppresfing and 

- bearing down Sin in their Neighbours. _ 

ee Chriſtians are to endeavour this, by theſe Means fol- 

wing; 5 

| 1. By Inſtructing and Teaching others, In Coloſ. 3. 16, The Apoſtle 

exhorts privat Chriſtians to Teach and Admeniſh one anothe. It's true, 

publick and authoricative Teaching is proper to the Miniſters of the 

Goſpel; yet private Chriitians may, and ought to teach ona another, 

in a private, Chriſtian and charitative way, Prov. 9. 9. Give inſtructi- 

en to a wiſe man, and he will be yet wiſer ; Teach a juſt man, and he will 

increaſe in learning, Where it is implied, that itis our Duty to teach 

EE and inſtruc one another. We ſhould inſtruct Sinners anent the Beauty 

of Holineſs, the Excellency of Vertae, the great Evil of Sin, the ter- 

* rible Wrath they are in danger of by din, the abſolute Neceſſity of 
Repentance and Faith in Chrif, and the unſpeakable Advantages that 
would accrue to them by a Reformation of their Hearts and Lives. 

2. By exhorting and counſelling them, Hebr. 10. 24. exhorting one ano- 
ther, And Hebr. 3. 13. But exbort one another daily, while it is called, 

to day. Se aſonable Exhortations, Counſels,and Advices well managed, 
are ol great Influence to perſwade even the worſt of Men, who have any 
competent uſe of Reaſon. We are uſually much ſwayed by Advice and 

© Counſel, eſpecially from theſe whom we love and reſpect. But we 
have this ſpecial Advantage here, that in exhorting and counſelling 
Sinners, to reform their Hearts and Lives, we may preſs our Exhor- 
rations and Counſels, with ſuch ſtrong Arguments, as cannot be uſed 
when we give them counſel in any other Buſineſs. FO | 
BL  2- By ſeaſonable Reproofs, As in the Text, and 1 Theſ. 5, 14. Warn 
wem that are unruly amongff you, Only our Reproofs ſhould be diſpen- 
EE fed in ſuch ſweet and obliging Ways and Methods, as may be moſt 

fic to gain Sinners, and to heal their Souls. With fome we are to uſe 
more Tenderneſs, and wich others more Sharpneſs ; according to the 
Degrees of their Offence, their different Qualities and Stations, and 
= their various Tempers and Diſpoſitions, Jude v. 22, 23. And of ſeme 
e compaſſion, making à diſſerence; others. ſave with fear, And we 
—..* . 5 would 
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ol GOD, that they may ſee GOD reproving them rather than Men. 
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As one ſayes, Chriſtians ſhould be walking Bibles, and living Libra 


commends Compaſſion and Meekneſs, in dealing with Sinners, ade 


to them, to trie what the Execution of penal Laws, and the Exerciſe 


is no leſs our Dutie in that caſe, to tell the Magiſtrate, Levit. 5. 1. 


to have it concealed; But the Spirit of GOD warns you, that when yall 
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would labour to let them ſee our Reproofs grounded ue the Word 


4. By a good Example, and a Converſation becoming the Goſpel, & Geof? 
pel-like converſation hath a ganing Influence, even upon the wickelt 
and ungodly. Hence our LORD exhorts, Matth. 5. 16. Let your light ij 
ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good works, and gloriſie your B. -Y 
ther which is in Heaven. And the Apoſtle, to the ſame purpoſe, Philip. 3 
2. 15, 16. That ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the Sons of God, withous | 
Rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nation, among whom ye ſhine þ 
as Lights in the world: Holding forth the word of life. We ſhould ſtudy to 
live and walk fo, as the word may be painted out in our very Lives, 


ries. O, how excellent is it to confute Wickedneſs, by the language 
of our Lives? We ſhould live down and diſgrace Propanneſs, and 
put it to open ſhame, by a holy, blameleſs Life. Grace and Vertus 3 
would be more lovely and amiable in the Eyes of the World, if they 
were more viſible by our Lives. ee = 

. By giving Information to Magiſrats ana Church-Officers, again 
W . True it * * Spirit of GOD emed 95 | 


v. 22. Of ſome have compaſſion, making a difference. And Gal. 6. 1. Bre- 
thren, if a man be overtaken in a Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch 
an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs. When people ſin out of Infirmity and 
weakneſs, then we are to be gentle toward them, and to exerciſe much 
Meekneſs and Compaſſion, in our way of dealing with them. But 
when they are obſtinate and impudent in Sin, and ftorm at Roproofs, 


and deſpiſe Counſel and Inſtruction; Then it is a great kindnefs done 4 
of Church Diſcipline may do, to recover them out of the ſnare of the 
Devil. | 2 3: | 1 

When ſcandalous Sinners will not be reclaimed by private Means, 
our blefled LORD commands us to tell the Church, Matth. 18. 17. and it 
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And if a Soul (in, and hear the voice of Swearing, and is awitneſs, whether i 
be hath ſeen or known of it, if he do not utter it, then be ſhall bear bis iniquity. 
What is ſaid there anent Swearing, is applicable to other groſs Immo- 
ralicies, Many of you who hear me, when ye hear Curſing or Sweau 
ing, or are witneſſes to other acts of Prophanneſs, are much concerned 


hear the voice of Swearing, and conſequentlie when ye hear the voi 
of Curling, Lying, Blaſphemie, and when ye are Witneſſes to arti 
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Abdi of fuppreſiing Vice; 4 : 


F their prophaning the Lord's Day, or their being guilty of other groſs 
= Immocalitics ; if ye do not utter the ſame ; if ye do not inform againſt 
them; Then ye ſhall bear your iniquitie. GOD will charge you with 
the guilt of theſe ſins, of which ye do not give due and timeous Infor- 
mation, when private Means are not effectual to reform the Tranſ- 


gte And though they be your neareſt and deareſt Relations; 


pet when the caſe cometh to be ſuch as I have mentioned, then ye 

ought not to conceal them. See Deut. 13. 6, 7, 8, 9, If thy Brother, the 
Sen of 4hy Mother, ar thy Son, or thy tes Ay or the Wife of thy boſom, or 
thy Friend which is as thine own Soul, entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, Let us go 
and ſerve other gods boa ſhalt not conſent unto him, wor hear- 
ken unto. him, neither ſhall thine Eye pity bim, neither ſhalt thou ſpare, nei- 
ther alt thou conceal him. Some of you may readilie apprehend, that 
it is a verie odious and hateful Thing, to be Informers againſt your 
Neighbours: But in the caſe I am now upon, the Spirit of GOP en- 
joins you all to be Informers, that Sin and Wickedneſs may be curbed 


and born down. And this office is not below the greateſt of Men. Even 
the Princes of Iſrael thought it their Dntie, to inform Ezra of the Sin of 


the People, Exra 9. 1. And this good Office and Dutie, is by the laude. 


able Laws of the Nation, expreſlie enjoined upon everie Subject. So 


that you cannot neglect it, without a manifeſt contempt of the Autho- 
ritie of GOD, and of the Authoritie of the Magiſtrate, who is GOD'S 
Vicegerent. | | | 

6. By bearing Witneſs againſt prophane and ſcandalous Sinners, be. 
fore the Magiſtrate, or before the Church, when called thereto. So 
much is implied in that place juſt now cited, Levit. 5. 1. and in Deut. 


J 0 | 1x3. 9.———Thine band ſhall be firſt upon bim, to put bim to death ; and af- 


terward the hand of all the People. And Lev. 24. 14. Bring forth him that 


. L bath curſed, without the Camp, and let all that beard him, lay. their hands 
pen bis bead, and let all the Congregation ſtoue bim. Mark it, all that heard 
him, were to lay their Hands upon him. The lay ing of their Hands 


upon the Head of the guilty Perſon, was a ſelemn Teſtimonie, that 


IF they were Witneſſes to his ſaying or doing ſuch things; and that in their 


vw name, and in the name of all the People, they deſired and craved 


Juſtice, to be executed upon the Offender. When ye are called to 
bear Witneſs againſt vicious and prophane perſons, whether before the 
EE Magiſtrate or the Church, ye ſhould moſt cheerfullie give your Teſti- 
monie to the Truth, forthe conviction of the Offender, and the clear- 


ing of the Judicatorie before which he is ſiſted. PET: 
J. By dealing with Magiſtrates and Church- Officers, to ds their Duty, in 


ref raining and curbing Vice and Prophanneſs. 
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(I.) Ye ſhonld deal with Miniſters and other Church- Officers 188 * 
do their Duty. The Apeffle exhorts the Coloſſians to ſtir up their Mini- 
| ter, Col. 4. 17. And ſay to Archippus, Take heed to the Miniſtery which thin 
haſt receivedin the LORD, that thoeufulfil it. Miniſters and other Officers 
of the Church may ſometimes be negligent of their Duty; And oft- 
times they have ſo much to do, and find fo little Fruit of what they do, 
that they are apt to grow ſlack and remiſs in their Work, and therefore 
need to be ſtirred up, Ye ſhould deal with them to make Conſcience 
of their Duty, and to be Faithful and Diligent in the Work that their 
great LORD and Maſter hath committed to their Truſt. | 
( 2. ) Ye ſhould deal with Magiſtrats to do their Duty. It is the 
Duty evenof privat Perſons to addreſs themſelves humbly to Magiſtrats * 
to Execute the Laws againſt Prophanneſs. I ſaid juſt now, that under 
the Old Teſtament, the laying of their hands upon the Head ofthe 
Guilty Perfon, was a ſolemn Teſtimony that they craved Juſtice to be | 
Executed upon the Offender. Anſwerably to this, the Laws of the * 4 
Nation do not only allow but require every ſabje& to inſiſt before 
Magiſtrats for the Execution of the Laws againſt Vice and Immoralitys 
And every Magiſtrat is orggiaed to paſs Sentence, and to proceed to 
the Execution of the Laws, at the inſtance of any Perſon whatſoever: 
And all Perſons are enjoy ned to do theit Duty in the premiſſes punctual- 
ly, as they will be anſwerable. er” | 
Moreover, it is the Duty of privat Perſons to deal with Magiſtrats,. '- 
to appoint Fit and Qualified Perſons to inferiour Offices, for Execu= * 
ting the Laws againſt Prophanneſs ; Yea any privat Perſon whatſo- © | 
ever may and ought to inform the Magiſtrats, that ſuch and{uch Per- 
ſons are men of ſober Lives, and Friendly to the Government, and ſo 
and ſo Qualified that they may be fit to be Employed in ſuch and ſuch: 2 ö 
Offices; though the Magiſtrate hath it ſtill in his own Han d, either 4 
to chuſe theſe, or to chuſe others who may be equally or better Qua- 
lifted for ſuch Offices. „ | | 1 9 9 | 
8, By embracing ſuch Offices to which ye are lawfully Called, and whereby '% 
ye may be in Capacity for Executing or promoving the Execution of the Lasse 
again i Prophanneſs, I ſhall prove this to be your Duty by theſe Argu- 
ments, | . Fs 2 4 1 
( 1. ) Every Man is bound to do what is enjoyned by GODS Au- 
thority: But the Soveraign Authority of GOD enjoyns every Man 
to do every thing that is in his power, which may be for GODS Glory, | 
and to improve all Opportunities for that End. Eccl, 9. 10. Mbatſoeven 
thy band findeth to do; do it with thy might. i. 6. Whtn ever an Oppor- 
tunity is put in your Hand for promoving the Glory of GOD, improF e 
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eich Diligence: But ſo it is, that when ſuch Offices as I have 
mentioned are in your offer, then there is a fair Opportunity put in 
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Or, why ir is their Duty to ondeavour the Reformation of Sinners 
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A Diſcover] oy of ſuppreſſing Vice, ö 


your Hand for promoving the Glory of GOD, by ſuppreſſing Vice and 
Prophanneſs whereby His glorious Name is diſhonoured. CIS 

— ( 2. ) Every Subject is bound to do what is enjoyned by Lawful 
Authority, if the thing it ſelf be Lawful. Rom. 13. f. Let every ſoul be 
ſubject wnto the higher powers. And 1 Pet. 2. 13. Submit your ſelves to every 
ordinance of man for the LORDS ſake. But ſo it is, that ſuch Offices as 1 
have mentioned are Lawful; therefore when lawful Authority Calls 
you to embrace them, ye are bound in Conſcience to do it, 

 (C 3: ) Every Man is bound to improve all Opportunities for pro- 


moving the publick Good: But when ſuch Offices as I have mentioned 


are in your offer, then there are ſpecial Opportunitys and Advantages 
put in your Hand for promoving the publick Good ; And ſuch ſpecial 
Advantages and Opportunities lay upon you a ſpecial Obligation to 
ſep in, for ſaving a poor ſinking Nation, and the Place ye Live in, from 
the Guilt of much horrid Prophanneſs, and from the Wrath of an angry 


60D. And ſuch Advantages and Opportunities are ſpecial Talents, 


for the improvement whereof you will be accomptable in the Day of 
the LORD. Edi 

Whathath been ſaid ſerves alſo to inforce your acceptance of Offices 
in the Church, particularly that of a Ruling Elder, when ye are law- 


fully Called thereto: Seing there are ſuch Officers by divine Inſtitu- 
tion appointed for Rule in the Church of GOD; Therefore it is not 


arbitrary to you to accept of the Office, or not, when ye are Called of 


. GOD in the orderly way he hath appointed. The Donation and In- 
ſtitution of the Office is from Feſus Chrif : But the Deſignation of the 
Perſons is by Divine Inſtitution left in the hands of the Church. There- 


fore when any of you is Nominat and Elected to this Office by the 
Church, it is no more arbitrary to you whether ye will accept or not, 
unleſs it were alſo arbitrary whether to obey GOD, and ſubmit to a 


Divine Inſtitution, or not. 5 . 
From what hath been ſaid on this Head, two things are plain and 
evident. 1. That theſe Means I have mentioned, are very proper for 


Reclaiming Offenders, and ſuppreſſing Sin in them. And. 2. That 


they are Means competent to privat Chriſtians, and which they are in 
Capacity to perform. 
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IV. Viy privat Chriſtians ought to be employed this ways 
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and by all proper means to ſupprels and bear down Sin in them. I ſhalt 7 


open ſins that are groſs and ſcandalous. And, 


it is a Reproach to any People. Though a People be ourwardly never 


Chriſtian People who profeſs themſelves to be proteſtants and Refor- 


and holy Religion ? 


our Natures, and deface the Excellency of them, and ſtain the Glory /. 
and Beauty of the Soul. Plato a Heathen Philoſopher ſaid,” Neme.* 
rectè bonorat Animam ſuam, niſi qui vitiis fugatis, Fuſtitiam colit. i. e. 
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give ſeveral Reaſons for this. 1 heb 7 

Reaſ. 1. Becauſe of the great Evil of Sin. O, it is a woful evil. And 
the Evils of it are ſuch as ſhould engage the Zealous Concernment of 
all Chriſtians to have it born down. I ſpeak of all Sin, but eſpecially of 


1. They are diſhonourable to the Majeſty of GOD. The ſins of Heathens 
and Pagans do not ſo diſhonour GOD, as the ſins of profeſſed Chriſtians 
do, Theſe give occaſion to the enemies of the LORD to blaſpheme, 2 Sam. 12. 
See what the LORD ſaith of the diſperſed Jews, Ezek+ 36. 20. And 
when they entred unto the Heathen, whither they went, they prophaned my holy - 
Name, when they ſaid to them, Theſe are the people of the LORD, and are gone 
forth out of his land. When profeſſors of Religion take liberty to Live 
Prophanely and Loofly, this gives occaſion to the Enemies of Religion | 
to Blaſpheme the Name of GOD. Now, ſhall we ſuffer that in our + 
Neighbour that is a ſtain upon the Glory of GOD ? Shall we fee the 
Glory of GOD ſuffer, and not be moved? The Glory of GOD ſhould 
be moſt dear to us. Father and Mother, Wife and Children, yea our 
own Lives, ſhould not be ſo dear to us as the Glory of GOD ſhould be. 
Shall we then ſuffer that whereby His Glory is prophaned and trampled i : 
under 3 ? he Cie a Theſe are ( PoE 

2. They are a ſtain tothe Chriſtian Religion. eſe are ſpots in your feaſts 
of ech ſaith = Apoſtle of vile 9 Jude v. 12. When profeſſore 
take liberty to ſin and live Prophanely, they are a ſhame and diſgrace 
to their Pure and Holy Religion. Precious Ordinances, and a conver. - 
ſation ſuitable to them, are the Glory of Iſrael 3 But Vice and Immora- 
lity is its diſgrace, Prov. 14. 34. Sin is arepreach to any people. Mark it, 


ſo great and glorious, yet fin will be a blot in their Eſcutcheon. Sin is Z 
a Reproach even to a Heathen and Pagan People, much more to a 


Px 


med: It is a Reproach to their Religion and Profeſſion. Now, is it 
not every Mans Duty to endeavour the retrieving of the Honour of the 
Nation, and to roll away its Reproach, and the Reproach of our pure 4 
3. They are the Deformities of human Nature, They are 2 diſgrace to 
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N Bl 
Man truly honours his own Soul, but he that driveth away Vice, and | 
embraceth Virtue, Vicious and Prophane Men cransform themſelves - "Y 
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Adee ſuppreſſing Vice, - © 
Fx with Diligence 4 are 
mentioned are in your offer, then there is a fair Opportunity put in 
our Hand for promoving the Glory of GOD, by ſuppreſſing Vice and 
Prophanneſs whereby His glorious Name is diſhonoured. 
2.) Every Subject is bound to do what is enjoyned by Lawful 
Authority, if the thing it ſelf be Lawful. Rom. 13. 8. Let every ſoul be 
ſubject wnto the higher powers, And 1 Pet. 2. 13. Submit your ſelves to every 
ordinance of man for the LORDS ſake. But ſo it is, that ſuch Offices as 1 
have mentioned are Lawfui; therefore when lawful Authority Calls 
you to embrace them, ye are bound in Conſcience to do it. 

( 3: ) Every Man is bound to improve all Opportunities for pro- 
moving the publick Good: But when ſuch Offices as I have mentioned 
are in your offer, then there are ſpecial Opportunitys and Advantages 
put in your Hand for promoving the publick Good ; And ſuch ſpecial 


* GOD. And ſuch Advantages and Opportynities are ſpecial Talents, 
for the improvement whereof you will B>ggcomptable in the Day of 
the LORD. | ok e 
What hath been ſaid ſerves alſo to inforce your acceptance of Offices 
in the Church, particularly that of a Ruling Elder, when ye are law- 
fully Called thereto: Seing there are ſuch Officers by divine Inſtitu- 
tion appointed for Rule in the Church of GOD; Therefore it is not 
arbitrary to you to accept of the Office, or not, when ye are Called of 
. GOD in the orderly way he hath appointed. The Donation and In- 
ſtitution of the Office is from Feſus Chriff : But the Deſignation of the 
Perſons is by Divine Inſtitution left in the hands of the Church. There- 
fore when any of you is Nominat and Elected to this Office by the 
Church, it is no more arbitrary to you whether ye will accept or not, 
unleſs it were alſo. arbitrary whether to obey GOD, and ſubmit to a 
Divine Inſtitution, or not. | . 3 
From what hath been ſaid on this Head, two things are plain and 
evident. 1. That theſe Means I have mentioned, are very proper for 
KReclaiming Offenders, and ſuppreſſing Sin in them. And. 2. That 
they are Means competent to privat Chriſtians, and which they are in 
Capacity to perform. : 
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: But ſo it is, that when ſuch Offices as 1 have 


Advantages and Opportunities lay upon you a ſpecial Obligation to 
Rep in, for ſaving a poor ſinking Nation, and the Place ye Live in, from 
the Guilt of much horrid Prophanneſs, and from the Wrath of an angry 
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and by all proper means to ſuppreſs and bear down Sin in them, I mall 1 
give ſeveral Reaſons for this. r 
Reaſ. 1. Becauſe of the great Evil of Sin, O, it is a woful evil. And 
the Evils of it are ſuch as ſhould engage the Zealous Concernment of 
all Chriſtians to have it born down. I ſpeak of all Sin, but eſpecially of 
open fins that are groſs and ſcandalous. And, 
I. They are diſhonourable to the Majeſty of GOD. The ſins of Heathens 
and Pagans do not ſo diſhonour GOD, as the ſins of profeſſed Chriſtians 
do. Theſe give occaſion to the enemies of the LORD to blaſpheme, 2 Sam. 12. 
See what the LORD ſaith of the diſperſed Jews, Ezek . 36. 20. And 
when they entred unto the Heathen, bit ber they went, they prophaned my holy - 
Name, when they ſaid tothem, Theſe are the people of the LORD, and are gone 
forth out of his land. When profeſſors of Religion take liberty to Live 
Prophanely and Loofly, this gives occaſion to the Enemies of Religion 
to Blaſpheme the Name of GOD. Now, ſhall we ſuffer that in ur 
Neighbour that is a ſtain upon the Glory of GOD ? Shall we fee the * 7 
Glory of GOD ſuffer, and not be moved? The Glory of GOD ſhould 
be moſt dear to us. Father and Mother, Wife and Children, yea our } 
don Lives, ſhould not be ſo dear to us as the Glory of GOD ſhould be. 
Shall we then ſuffer that whereby His Glory is prophaned and trampled 
. „ ch 5 | Thiſe are f 10 
2. They are a ſtain tothe Chriſtian Religion. eſe are ſpots in your feats 
of 2 faith = Apoſtle of vile N Jude v. 12. When profeſſora 
take liberty to ſin and live Prophanely, they are a (ſhame and diſgrace 
to their Pure and Holy Religion. Precious Ordinances, and a conver. - 
{ation ſuirable to them, are the Glory of I/raek 3 But Vice and Immora- 
lity is its diſgrace, Prov. 14. 34. Sin is arepreach to any people. Mark it, 
it is a Reproach to any People, Though a People be ourwardly never © © 
ſo great and glorious, yet fin will be a blot in their Eſcutcheon. Sin is 
a Reproach even to a Heathen and Pagan People, much more to a 
Chriſtian People who profeſs themſelves to be proteſtants and Refor- 
med: It is a Reproach to their Religion and Profeſſion. Now, is it 
not every Mans Duty to endeavour the retrieving of the Honour of the 
Nation, and to roll away its Reproach, and the Reproach of our pure 
and holy Religion 7 I 
3. They are the Deformities of human Nature. They are a diſgrace to 
our Natures, and deface the Excellency of them, and ſtain the Gloy 
and Beauty of the Soul, Plato a Heathen Philoſopher ſaid, NW] 8: 
rect honorat Animam ſuam, niſi qui vitiis fg atis, Fuſtitiam colit. i. e. N 
Man truly honours his own Soul, but he that driveth away Vice, anda 
embraceth Virtue, Vicious and Prophane Men transform themſeẽ/] s 8 
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into very Brutes: Therefore they are compared to the Dog turning 
to his vomit, and to the Sow wallowing in the mire. And is it not 
contrary even to right Reaſon, to ſuffer that upon our Neighbour, 
whereby he defaceth the Beauty of his Nature, and transforms himſelf 
'_ -intoaPeaſt? oh . 

4. They bring ruine upon the Souls of People, Such as go on in Sin, and 
lead prophane Lives, take an effectual way to Damn themſelves; And 
ſhall we ſuffer them to do ſo, if we can hinder them? Shall we ſee _ 
multitudes of People poſting with full carrier to Hell, and do nothing 
that may ſtop them in a Self deſtroying courſe ? Should we not take 
a Sword out of a Mad-mans Hand? Doth it not argue a great defect 
of Love and Charity to our Neighbour, to let him ly ſtill in ſuch Soul- 
dangers? Is it not our Duty to pull our Neighbour out of the Fire or 
Water, where he is like to be Burnt or Drowned, though it ſhould be 
with the loſs of a Leg or Arm of him? Certainly, it is much more our 
Duty to keep him out of Hell, though it ſhould be by very ſharp and 
ſevere methods, if need ſo require. Jude v. 23. Others ſave with fear, 

pulling them out of the Fire, Love and Charity oblige us to do what we 
can for the deliverance of our Neighbour from temporal Death. Prov. 
24. 1T, 12. If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and 
thoſe that are ready to be ſlain * If thou ſapeſt, Behold, we know it not: doth 
not be that pondereth the heart condſider it? and he that keepeth thy ſoul doth not 
be know it, &c? We cannot with a good Conſcience ſee him periſh, 
if it be in our power to fave him. Certainly, it is much more our 
Duty to deliver him from eternal Ruine, by not ſuffering Sin upon 
him. 5 
F. The Vices and Immoralities of People are of bad influence upon 
others, The malignant Blafts of their corrupt Examples, do nip the 
Buds of Honeſty, Piety and Sobriety among men, Js it not our Duty 
to keep one who hath the Plague from. walking upon the Streets and 
infecting otheis? Now, a prophane Perſon is a very Plague in the 
Place where he lives. Sin is like ſome unhappy Weeds, if they be nat 
timeouſly rooted out, they overſpread the Ground: So, if we let Sin 
alone, and do not endeavour to have it curbed* and reſtrained, it will 
ſpread far and near, and corrupt others. Hence the Apeſtle. Heb. 12. 15. 
Looking diligently left any root of Bitterneſs ſpringing up, trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled, And the Preacber tells us Eccleſ. 9. 18. One Sinner 
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=” deftroyeth much good. Becauſe by his bad Counſeils and Examples, he 

enticeth and perſwadeth others to a Complyance with him in his un- 

= godly Courfes. ” Ds SL 

6. They provoke God to depart from a Church and People. This is oC 
| ne 
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And Reforming the Views 5. 
ned Ferem. 6.8. Be thou inflrutted,O Jeruſalem, leſt my Soul depart from thee. 
If a profeſſing People corrupt their Ways, and commit Wickedneſs 
without Controle and Reſtraint,thenGOD's Soul will depart from them. 
Hath not GOD already withdrawn much of his preſence from us? 
Alas his Power and Glory is not ſo ſeen in the Sanctuary as it wont to 
be. If sin and Wickedneſs be not curbed and reſtrained, then GOD 
bill be gone: He will not dwell in a filthy polluted Nation 1 And 
Wo to us, when GOD departs from us. ; 

7. They bring Ruin upon Nations and Churches. Pſal: 107, 33, 34. He 
turneth a fruitful Land into Barrenneſo, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell there- 
in. Utter Ruin and Deſolation is often threatned for Sin; And we 
have in Scripture Hiſtory many ſad Inſtances of the Execution thereof, 
It was the Wickedneſs of the old World that brought a deſtroying Flood 
upon them: And the Filthineſs of Sodom and Gomorrah brought upon 
them a ſhower of Fire and Brimſton. We have inſtances of many o- 
ther Nations deſtroyed by Sin, And we have inſtances of Churches 
alſo : Witneſs, the Church of the Fews, and the fevenChurches of Aſia; 
And at this day, the Churches of France, Hungary and Piedmont, {mart 
for their heinous ſins againſt GOD. And can we eſcape, if we go 
on in Sin? Is Scotland any dearer to GOD than Jeruſalem was? Sure- 
ly, if Sin be not reſtrained and born down, we cannot eſcape deſolating 
Judgments. Now, is it not every mans Duty to ſtep to, and do what 
he can for ſaving a poor ſinking Nation from Ruine ? When the Fire 
of GOD's wrath iskindled againſt us, is it not our Duty and Intereſt, A 
to contribute our outmoſt Endeavours for quenching this common 
Burning? | *2 

Weil then, ſeing Sin is ſuch a woful evil, certainly we are ſhort of. 
our Duty, if we ſuffer Sin upon our Neighbour. We are all deeply 
concerned to ſuppreſs and bzar it down. This is our indiſpenſible Du- 
ty, whether we conſider our Duty to GOD, whois highly diſhonoured 
by Sin; or our Duty toOffenders, who are like to deftroy themſelves by 
Sin; Or our Duty to others, who are in danger of being corrupted by 
bad Examples; or our Duty to the Nation, and to the Church of God | 
in us who ate in danger of utter ruin by regnant Vice and Prophane- ff 
neis. 3 1 

Real. 2d. Becauſe the bliſſal Ends that thereſorming of Sinners, and the ſup- | 
preſſing Sin in them tends to, are ſuch as all perſons whatſoever are cencerned ts 
promote. As | | +. 

I, The glory and howour of God. Surely, it highly concerneth us all to wal 
promote this. We are all obliged upon many accounts to ſerve Him, c- 
lay out our {elves for Him, and to advance His Glory, Nothing ſnodld 
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18 | A Dyſcoutſedf ſuppreſſing Vice, 
be too dear to us, no not our own Lives, ſo we may bring Glory to 
| His bleſſed Name. The Saints have alwiſe been much concerned for 
the Glory of God, as the P/aimi## Pſal. 69. 9. The Zeal of thy Houſe hath 
eaten me up, and the Reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon 
me. We are not worthy to be called by His Name, if his Glory do not 
ly nearer our Hearts, than anie particular Intereſt er Concern of our 
own. | | 
Now, the reforming of Sinners, and the ſuppreſſing of fin in them 
tends much to the Glory of GOD. When Profeſſors of Religion and 
ſuch as are called by the Name of GOD, are made to relinquiſh their 
evil Ways and Courſes, and to abandon theſe Sins that are unſuteable 
to their Profeflion, GOD is hereby greatlieglorified : For hereby there 
is occaſion given to thoſe without the Church, to think and ſpeak well 
of that worthy Name by which they are called. Hence it is that Zeal 
4 apainſt fin, is called Zeal for Gods ſake Numb- 25,11, Surelie, there is 
FE a great defect of Zeal for GOD, if we do not endeavour to repair his 
* Honour, when it is wounded by prophane Sinners among whom we 
live, | 
2. Tie Vindication and Credit. of Religzan. We ſhould all be much con- 
cerned for the Honour of our pure and holie Religion, and the credit of 
the glorious Goſpel of our bleſſed LORD and Saviour. We who are 
called by the Name of GOD, are ſpeciallie oblidged tojuſtifie his ways 
3 againſt the carnal World, Marth. rx. 19. Wiſdom is juſtified of ber Children. 
And Religion deſerves this at our hand: For there is nothing in Reli- 
gion, or in the Goſpel of Chriſt. that ye need be aſhamed of; nothing 
but what ye may glorie in: And it is much for the Advantage of Re- 
| lion, to keep up the honour and credit of it; For then, Religion 
is lie to have the moe Proſelytes, and the Goſpel is like to have the more 
ſucceſs among People: Upon theſe and other Accompts, it highly con- 
| cerneth us, to keep up the Honour of Religion and the credit of the 
& Goſpel. Now, the reforming of Sinners, and the ſuppreſſing of ſin in 
* chem, hath a great Tendency this way. This will bring a Glory to 
yourway-Nothing doth more honour Religion, then when the impreſs 
and print of it is ſeen upon the Lives of Chriſtians, When the Lives of 
Profeſſors are anſwerable o their holie profeſſion, this is a great Orna- 
ment to the Goſpel of Chr;/t. 85 
= 3. The ſafety and welfare of the Nation, and of the place e live in, We 
BE ſhould be much concerned for this. We are all Members of the Com- 
= mon-wealth, and conſequently are much concerned in the good or 
evil that may come upon the Nation, Our Lives and Liberties, our 
=_ Eſtates and Poſſeſſions, muſt fink or ſwime with the nm” The 
_— atk: . ation 


and Reforming the Vicious. 19 
 Nation.is the common Ship wherein we are all embarqued: If it ſuf- 
fer Shipwrack,for the abounding Abomininations that are in it: If ei- 
ther it be daſhed againſt the Rocks of Forraign powers, or be ſwallow- 
ed upin the ſinking Sands of inteſtineDiviſions; It will endanger all the 
Paſſengers.In a word, in the ſafety 3nd welfare of the Nation, there is in- 
volved, not onlyour on perſonal ſafety, but the ſafetie & welbeing of our 
Families, of our Friends, of our Relations, & of of our Poſterity; And the 
Concerns of or precious immortal Souls, our Religion, the precious 


Ordinances and the means of Grace and Salvation. So that the ſafety 


and welfare of the Nation is that which we are much concerned to ree 
gard and promote. Now, nothing can have a greater Tendency to 
this then the reforming of Sinners, and the ſuppreſſing of Vice and 
Prophanneſs : This is the ſure way to quench the fire of GOD's wrath 
that is kindled againſt the Nation, and the place wherein we live.Jerem. 
7. 3. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, amend your Ways and 
your Doings, and I will cauſe you to dwell in this Place. And Jerm. 18.7, 8. 
At what inſtant I ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to 
Pluck up and to pull down, and to deſtroy it. If that Nation againſt whom J 
have pronounced, turn from their Evil; Iwill repent of the Evil, that Ithought 
to do unto them, Exe. 18. 30.——Repent, and turn peur ſelves from all 
your Tranſgreſſions, so iniquity ſhall not be your ruine. I am perſwaded that 


holy Zeal againſt ſin, expreſſed by the diligent uſe of ſuch means as are 
proper to us, for the ſuppreſſion thereof, would moſt effectually bring 


down a bleſſing on the Nation, and the place we live in. 


4. The Salvation of the Souls of Sinners. Doth it not greatly concern us 


to promote this? Our Chriſtian Lite is a common Warfare, againſt 
the Devil, the World and the Fleſh ; and in this Warfare, it concerns e- 


very Souldier of Chri, not only to look to his own ſafety, but to the 4 


ſafety of his fellow Souldiers. Love to and compaſſion upon the Souls of 
Sinners, ſhould engage us in the uſe of all proper means, to prevent 
their eternal Death and ruine, What ſi:iners ſoever ſhall periſhin the 


place where we live, through our carleſs neglect of our Duty to them, 


GOD will require the Blood of their Souls at our hand. Now, the re» 
claiming ofſinners, and ſuppreſſing fin in them, is a means to promote 
their eternal Salvation. And O, how honourabie is this? Dan. 12. 
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3. And they that be wiſe, ſhal shine as the Brightneſs of tha Firmament; and f 


they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever, Jam. 5. 


20s —— He which converteth the Sinner from the Erroun of his way, ſhall ſave Þ 
a ſou! from Death, and shal hide a multitude of fins, If by your endeavours 
to reform ſinners, ye become inſtrumental in their eternal faivationgY 


then under GOD you will haye the Honour of being a Saviour unte 


them. | C 2 
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5 Your in Ediffcatios. The Edification of your own precious im: 
mortal Souls, is deeply concerned in your endeavours to reform ſinners, 
and to ſuppreſs ſin in them. For x. By this means ye will free your 
ſelves from the guilt of their fins, even tho' your endeavours do not 
prove ſuccesful, Your Zealous endeavours to reform them will be a vir- 
tual proteſtation and diſſent againſt the Iniquities of the times; And 
when ye thus proteſt againſt them, GOD will not lay them to your 
Charge. 2. By this means ye may free your ſelves from the danger of 
Inſection and Pollution. Our corrupt Natures are far more ſuſceptible 
of evil than of Good. Hence it is that corrupt Cuſtoms and Examples 
have ſuch a mighty Influence upon us, But when ye ſet your ſelves to 
{uppreſs and bear down fin in others, this will be a notable means to 
prevent your danger. This is like the quenching of Fire in your Neigh- 
bours houſe, before it come near to your own. Es | 
From all this it is plain, that it is our indiſpenſible Duty to endea- 
vour the reforming of ſinners, and the ſuppreſſing of Vice and Propha- 
nenes;Seing we are all deeply concerned to promote theſe bleſſed ends 
that ſuch a Work tends unto. 5 
Reaſ. 3. Becauſe if vicious Perſons go on in fin, without reſtraint by means 
competent to private Perſons ; Then, ſad will be the effetts and Conſequents 
of this to ſuch private Perſons by whom theſe means are neglected, For 
I. Such private Chriſtians as negle& the uſe of propper means for 
ſuppreſſing ſin, do plainly give a Toleration to ſin. It is :rue, they are in 
no Capacity to give a public and authoritative Tolleration to it, being 
only private Chriſtians ; yet they give a private and perſonal Tolerati- 
on to it, which is all the Toleration that is in their power to give. 
= Youdo thereby, as it were, warrand it from your own proper Fact and 
Wl Deed, that they may fin as much as they will for you. When ye ſufs 
fer fin upon your Neighbout, you do thereby tolerate and allow the 
practice of it. It is upon the matter as much as if ye ſhould ſay; Le 
them ſin, and diſhencur God, and ruin their own ſouls, as much as they wil” 
I amnot concerned. Hence 1 
2. Such private Chriſtians as neglect the uſe of proper Means for 
ſuppreſſing Sin, do thereby involve themſelves in the guilt of their Neigb- 
beurs Sins, For, as it is in Law, he that owes, and yet denies Aliment, 
is thought to kill: So here, if ye do not hinder Sin, when ye may, 
then ye become partakers in the guilt of it, It is moſt certain, that if 
ye live in a careleſs negle& of proper means, for ſuppreſſing Sin, then 
= ye draw down upon your ownHeads the guilt of all the prophanneſs & 
= wickedneſs that is committed amongſt you; ye are art & part in it. And 
o! have ye not ſins enough, and too many, of your own to-anſwer 


eee of fappreſing View, 


dul veforming the Vicwout, .. "om 
7. eo God for? Is not the Burden of your own Sins heavie enough, ir »N 
not repented of, to ſink you to the bottomleſs Pit; unleſs alſo you add 
| to the Load, by involving your ſelves in the guilt of other Mens 
82 — 

way” Such private Chriſtians as neglect the uſe of proper Means, to 
ſuppreſs Sin, are chargeable with all the bad Efſets and Conſequents of theſe 1 
Sins, which they do not endeavour to ſuppreſs * Such as, the diſhonour 14 
done to GOD, the Ruine of the Souls of People, and the fad Miſeries 
and Calamities, that may come upon the Nation, for the. abounding 
Sins that are in it. I lay, all theſe Evils will be juſtly chargeable up- 
on you, who do not ſet your ſelves to ſuppreſs theſe Sins, that are the 
procuring cauſes of them. Your own, and your People's, and the Na- 
tion's Ruine, will lie upon you · 2 

Reaſ. 4. Becauſe the Exerciſe of the Magiſtrats power, and of the Diſcip- 
line of the Church, for reforming Sinners, and [uppresfing Sin in them, doboth | 
of them depend very much upon private Chriſtians, their faithful performance 
of their Duty. If private Chriſtians do not ſet themſelves. to the uſe ol 
ſuch Means, as are proper to them for ſupprefling Sin; Then Magi- 
ſtrats, in the Execution of the Laws, and Church- Officers inthe Exer- 
ciſe of Church-Diſcipline, will wind this work in vain. We complain 
that ſubordinate Magiſtrats, do much neglect the vigorous Execution of 
the Laws againſt prophanneſs; And {ome complain, and alas not 
without ground, that Church-Officers are not ſo zealous in the Exer- 
ciſe of Church-Diſcipline, as they ought to be. But what can, either 
Magiſtrats, or Church - Officers do, if private Chriſtians neglect their 
Duty? If there be none to inform, and none to bear Witneſs againſt 4 
Tranſgreſſours, then what can be done againſt them? For it is but 
little that Magiſtrats and Church- Officers can diſcever, immediatelie 
by themſelves. But upon the other hand, it is in your power, who are 
private Chriſtians, to facilitate their Work, and make it eaſie to them. 
Neither Magiſtrats nor Church-Officers, are ſufficient themſelves alone, 
to ſuppreſs theſe daring Sins that abound among us ; this is a work too 
heavie for them. Therefore we call for your Hel 
take off as much of this Burden as you can. 

I come now inthe laſt place to 
V. The Application of the Doctrine. 

Ule 1. For Inſtruction. In three Things. f 

Inſtruct. r. Hit be the Duty, even of private Chriſtians, to endeavour the 
Reformation of Sinners, and to uſe all proper Means, for ſuppresſing and bearing 
down Sin in them; Then certainly, there it much more incumbent upon then 
2b are actually in office, whether is Ghurch or Stats If even privat 
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TT "A Dyfcourſe of ſuppresſng Vice, IG 
Ehriſtians, are under ſpecial Obligations to be concerned this way; 
Then, they are yet under greater Obligations, who are in Publick 
Stations, and clothed with Authoritie for this End and purpeſe : As, 
Magiſtrats, Miniſters, and ether Church-Officers, 
I. There is much incumbent on Mep:i#rats, whether Supreme or 
Subordinate. They are GOD'S Vicegerents and Repreſentatives upon 
Earth ; and therefore, as they ought to make good Laws againſt Vice 
and Prophanneſs, ſo they ought to lee to a vigorous Execution of them. 
The beſt Laws are but dead Things, unleſs Magiſtrats and Judges put 
life in them, by a vigorous Execution of them. GOD hath clothed 
Magiſtrats with Authoritie and Power, for this verie End and Pur- 
BB poſe,that they may be a Terrour to evil Doers. They ate appointed tobe 
= the-1{ni/ters of GOD, and Avengers to Execute Wrath upon them that do 
= Evil, Therefore they ought not to bear the Sword in vain: It muſt not 
ue rouſting in theScabbard,but muſt be drawn and ſheathed in the verie 
BY  Bowels of Prophanneſs. They ſhould ſcatter the wicked, and drive away 
4. Evil with their Eyes. David ſheweth himfeif an excellent Pattern 
in this to all Magiſtrats. P/a/, 101. 8. Iwill early deſtrey all the wicked 
FE of the Land, that Imay cut off all wicked Doers from the City of the LORD, 
Ine Holy Spirit giveth a Reaſon, why Magiſtrats ſhould do fo, Deut. 
3. 11: Aud all Irael ſhall hear, and fear, and ſhall no more ds any ſuch 
Wt wickedneſs, ns this is among you. They ſhould execute Juſtice upon the 
prophane and vicious, that they and others may be afraid to do anie 
more ſo. The Magiſtrats Zeal and Diligence this way, may be a meaus 
* through the Bleſſing of GOD, of pulling ſome as Fire-brands out of 
the Burniug, and recovering them out of che {nare of the Devil. How- 
(| ever, the ſafetie of the Nation, and of the Place we live in, requires 
chat prophane and ſtubborn Sinners, be reduced by ſtrokes of Juſtice, 
co a better outward Behaviour, Prophanneſs and Immoralities have 
been condemned and puniſhed, even in Heathen Nations: Oh, will it 
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not be fad and Lamentable, if ſuch things be connived at and tolerated 
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in a valley of Viſion. : 
36 2. Much allo lieth upon Miniſters. It is their Dutie to warn Sinners, 
. Sermons, but in viſiting Families, when they teach from Houle to 
FF Houſe, The Spirit of GOD enjoins them to cry aloud, and not .10 (pare ; 
11 | 10 lift up their Veice like a Trumpet, and to ſhewn unto People their Sins and 
it FTranſgreiſions, Iſa. 58. 1. They ſhould Preach againſt abounding Sins, 
WE zcalouflic, faithfullie, plainlie, freelie and impartially. They are ap- 
WE pointed by the LORD, as watcbmer ; and are to give faithful warning 


People, both of Sin, and of their danger by din, and that upon the 


i per, 


to Exhort, Admoniſh and Reprove them, not only in their publick 
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And Reforming the Vicious. 2 
peril of their own Souls, Ezek. 33. 8. When I fay unto the wicked, O wie 
ted man, thou ſhalt ſurely die: Tf thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked from 
his way, that wicked man ſhall die in bis iniquity ; But his Blood will Irequire 
at thine Hand, 8 wk 
3. There is, much alſo incumbent upon Miniſters, in Conjunction 
with Ruling Elders, in the Exerciſe of Church -Diſcipline, They ſhould 
be in a readineſs to revenge all diſobedience, 2 Cor. 10.6. And be Zealous 
and Impartial in the Exerciſe of Church-Diſcipline, againſt ſcandalous 


Sinners; As I had occaſion to ſhew you at fome Length, from theſe I 


Words ſpoken to the Commendation of the Miniſters and Elders of the 
Church of Epheſus, Rev. 2. 3,— —— know-——— how thou canſt ust 


bear with them that are evil. | 
Inſtruct. 2. If it be the Duty of all privat Ehriftians, to endeavour the 


© Reclaiming of Sinners, and the ſupreſſing of Sin in them; Then, among 
privat Chriſtians, ſuch as have ſpecial Advantages and Opportunities beyond 
| Others, are under a more ſpecial Obligation. For, ſuch Advantages and 
Opportunities are greater Talents, which have implied in them, the 


acceptance of a Commiſſion, to improve rhem with all Diligence. To 


whomſoever much is given, of them much will be required: Therefore fuch 
as have greater Advantages for ſuppreſſing Sin, are under a more ſtrict. 
= + to employ their Endeavours about this noble Work and 
. Deſign. | | 

b- 2 Tall inſtance ſeveral ſorts of Perſons, who are under ſpecial Obli- 
gations upon this accompt. As, ä | 
I. Parents are under a ſpecial Obligation to ſuppreſs Sin in their Children: 
Ye who are Parents have the Advantage of the render Years of your 

Children, and may begin with them very Early. Ye have Opportu- 
nities of continual converſe with them, and may take them in privat as 
| often as ye will, and inſtill good Inſtructions in them. Ye have many 
various Means, Methods and Occaſions, of acquainting your ſelves 
with their Humours, Tempers and Diſpoſitions. Ye have the Advan- 
tage of Authority over them; And both their Love to you, and their 
Dependance on you for their preſent Maintenance and future Portions, 
add great weight to your Authority» And ye have the power of the 
Rod, to which a Bleſſing is promiſed, Prov. 22. 15. Focliſhneſs is bound 
in the heart of acbild; But the red of correction ſpall drive it far from bim. 
O that ye would improve theſe ſpecial Advantages put in your Hands, 


Remember how muchGODwas provocked by old Eli his Indulgence to 1 


his Children. GOD threatned dreadful Judgments upon his Houſe and 
Family: And we have the cauſe why, 1 Sam. 3. 13. Becauſe his ſons 


made themſelves vile, and be reſtrained them not, I pray you, mark it, 
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A Diſcourſe of ſuppreſſing Vice, 
El; was a good Man, and he did not negle& to reprove his Sons, and 


that with ſome ſharpneſs, as is clear from 1 Sam. 2. 23, 24, 25. Yet 


becauſe he did not curb and puniſh them, therefore heavy Judgments 
came upon his Houſe. O, tremble at this Inſtance of GODS Juſtice 


and Severity, ye fond and indulgent Parents, who can ſec and hear 


your Children, Lie and Swear and Prophane the Sabbath, and yet let 


them alone. | 
2. Ye that are Maſters are under a ſpecial Obligation to ſuppreſs Sin in 


your Servants. For, ye have the ſpecial Advantage of Authority over 


them. Ye can make them ſtoop and buckle to obedience,in what con- 
cerns your own Work and Service; And why not alſo in what 
concerns the Glory and Honour of God ? Alas, there are many of 
you whole Servants are given to Lying, Cheating, Swearing, Drun- 


kenneſs, Prophaning the Sabbath, mocking of Piety, &c. Now, ye 


have (pecial Opportunities of Watching over them, and being 
acquainted with their Manners; And ye may inſtruc and teach 
them, Exhort and Counſel them, admoniſh and reprove them, and warn 
them of their Danger by Sin, as often as ye will. And if they prove 
ſtubborn and obſtinate, and will not be reclaimed by ſuch Means, then 
ye can inform the Church and the Magiſtrat againſt them, or caſt them 
out of your Family. David would not have ſuffered ſuch dervants to 
abide under his Roof, P/al. 10 T. 7. He that worketh deceit shal not dwell 
in my houſe : - He that telleth Lyes, chal not tarry in my ſight. 

3. Teachers, Governours and Inpructers of Youth are under a ſpecial Obliga- 
tion to ſuppreſs Sin in the Children committed to their Charge. Alas, itis 
much to be lamented that many Teachers are careleſs ofthe Lives and 
Manners of the Children entruſted tothem. If they teachthem toRead, 
or todo other things, for the Learning whereof their Parents put them 


& to School, they think they have no more to do: They ſuffer them to 


Lie, and Swear, and Prophane the LORD's Day, as much as they will, 
It is alſo much to be Lamented, that in ſome Places, there ſhould be a 
material Toleration given to any wha. pleaſe to take up a School ; By 
Reaſon whereof many unqualified Perſons intrude upon that Office. 
And this is one main ſpring and cauſe of the aboundingProphanneſs and 
Wickedneſs that is among Children. And it is alſo matter of {ad Re- 
Frate, that many Parents in putting their Children to School, do not 


regard the Qualifications of thoſe to whoſe Care they commit their 
Children. Thoſe things, I fay, are much to be lamented. But paſ- 


ſing theſe, I fay that all Teachers and Inſtructers of Children, are 
under a ſpecial Obligation to ſuppreſs fin in them; Becauſe, as theſe 
Children are committed to their charge, ſo they have ſpecial Oppor- 


_lnities of being acquainted with their Manners, and of inſtilling good 


Initructiong 
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and reproveth you for ſin? But, what bruciſh Folly and Madneſs is 
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GOD againſt abounding Prophanneſs: And they themſelves will 
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the Advantage of that Eſteem they are in, with others, by applying 


whom they have occaſion to Converſe, and ſuppreſſing fin in the Time 


r Victouw. © "oo 
Inſtructions into them; And they have the power of the Rod, tocor- i 


rect and chaſtize them for Vice and Immorality. 
4. Men of higher Rank and Quality are alſo under ſpectal Obligations to 
tbis Duty: And that becauſe they have the Advantage of Authority 
and Eſteem among their Neighbours. O that our Nobles, and the 
great Men and Gentry of our Nation, would lay out this way the Ad- 
vantages they have above theſe of a lower Rank; And that ſuch as 
are of Note and Eſteem among our ſelves would do ſo. Such are in 
greater Capacity of being bleſſed Inſtruments of Reforming the Man- 
ners of People. And their Zealous Endeayours this way, would be ſo 
far from being inconſiſtent with their Greatneſs and Grandour, that ie 
would be their greateſt Honour and Glory, to ſet up a ſtandard for 


reckon it ſo, if they have not abandoned all ſenſe of true Honour, as well 
as of true Religion. | 
5. Men of Parts and Breeding are likewiſe under ſpecial Obligations to apply 
themſelves to this good Work ; Becauſe of the Regard and Eſteem they 
are in among theſe with whom they have occaſion to Converſe. O, it 
is much to be Lamented that many, who would be accompted the 
Fitts of the Time, are the very Debauchees of the Time, and employ 
their Wit and Parts againſt all true Religion, and ſcoff at the precious 
Truths of the Goſpel. But this their way is their Folly and Madnefs, 


O then, that Men of Senſe and Parts and Breeding, would improve 
themſelves to this glorious and good Work, of reclaiming ſinners witch 


and Place wherein they Live. 
Inſtruct. 3d. If it be the Duty % all Chriftians to endeavour the Reforming 
of Vicious Perſons, and the bearing down of Sin in them; Then certainly, 
uch with whom we deal this we ſhould take it patiently and thankfully; Se- 
ing we do thema very good Office. How many of you doſtorm, and 
are in a Rage, when any well-diſpoſed Neighbour admoniſheth you 7 


it, to ſtorm againſt thoſe who would recover you out of the ſnare ofthe 

Devil, and prevent your eternal Ruine? Prov, 12. 1. He that bateth Þ 

reproof, is brutiſh, Yea, ſuppoſe groſs and obſtinate ſinners be delated 

to the Church or to the Magiſtrat, that Trial may be made what 

Chucrch-Cenſure or civil Puniſhment may do for reclaiming them: Let 

they have no cauſe to be offended ; becauſe it is better to be corrected Þ} 

now, than to die and Periſh for evermore.Hath that Man any juſt cauſe | 
of Offence given him, who having 1 putrifying Ulcer upon him, is 
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put in the Hands of a Skilful and able Phyſician, who Launceth and 
EF rippethup bis Sores in order to Cure and Remedy. 7 
"USE 2. For Lamentation, F it be the indiſpenſible Duty of all privas © 
Chriſtians to endeavour the Reformation of Vicious Perſons, and to ſuppreſs ſin © 
iin them; Then, it is matter of ſad Lamentation, that there hath been, and 
ſtill is fo palpable à neglect of ſuch an indiſpenſible Duty. Need I ſpend time 
in proving this ? Is it not manifeſt and evident that this great and 
glorious Work is ſhamefully neglected among us? Is not this a plain 
Evidence of it, that Prophanneſs and Wickedneſs doth fo much abound 
in the place we Live in? Certainly, zealous Endeavours to reform 
" ſinners and to ſuppreſs ſin in them, would not want Succeſs, but have 
good Effects. Upon narrow and impartial ſearch and inquirie,l think © 
nonè of us, of whatever Station, Rank or Quality, can ſhun the Con- 
viction, that we are in more or leſs guilty in this matter. I poſe your 
Conſciences before GOD, what. have ye done for reclaiming of Vici- 
ous Perſons, and ſuppreſſing Vice and Prophanneſs, in the place where 
ye Live? What earneſt and zealous Endeavours have there been this 
way ? You may try yourſelves, With reſpe& to all theſe Means I 
mentioned, as proper to privat Chriſtians, in this matter, Alas, how 
little pains hath been taken in Inſtructing and Teaching thoſe with 
whom we have had occaſion to Converſe, in Exhorting and Counſel- * 
ing them, in Admoniſhing and Reproving them, and warning them of 
their Danger by Sin? How few among us have been exemplary to 
others in Holinefs, and in a Converſation becoming the Goſpel ? what 
ms backwardneſs is there in many, to inform the Magiſtrat, or the Church, 
mr. apainſt prophane and ſcandalous Sinners ; or to bear Witneſs againſt 
771 them, when Lawfully called thereunto? How averſe are ſome to 
embrace ſuch Offices, whereby they might be in greater Capacity for 
- reſtraining and curbing Vice and Immoralitie? And how defective | 
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are we in exciting and ſtirring up one another to our proper and reſpe- 
Rive Duties? From theſe things, it is evident, that there hath been, 
and ſtill is, a manifeſt neglect 7 this noble and neceſſary Duty of ſup- 
preſſing and bearing down fin. And is not this very fad and lamen- 

table ? 
| In Proſecuting this Uſe a little further, I ſhall, 
1. Give ſome Cauſes of this neglect. f 
= _ 2. Shew you the evil thereof. | : 
23. Give a few Advice with. reſpect thereunts. : CEO 
i 3 535 I. Whence cometh it to paſs, that there is ſuch a woful negled 4 earneff 
_ Endavour in privat Cbriſtians,to ſuppreſs Sin in others ? I give theſe Cauſes 
et ic. 88 e 
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much is this holy Zeal wanting among People? Yea, is there not a 7 
ſad decay of Zeal for GOD, among ſuch as are more eminent in a Pro- | 
feſſion, yea among the LORDS own People ? Oh, how little of this 


the Love of many waxen cold? Ye profeſs to Love your Neighbours; . TY 
but where is your Love to their Souls? And where are your Bowels ok 
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is10 little done toprevent the Execution of Wrath;by luppreſſing aboun- 2 
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(1. ) Hunt of Zeal for GOD. Much holy Zeal would make us rep” 9 
active for the Glory and Honour of GOD, and againſt the Kingdom 
of Sin and Satan, Holy Zeal would prompt us to our Duty, notwith- . 
ſtanding of Difficulties and ſeeming Diſcouragements. But Oh, how 


hotie Fire burns in our Breaſts ? We profeſs to have a Zeal for GOD; 
But alas, it doth not warm our Hearts, nor quicken our Endea- 
Yours... | | 580 
( 2.) Slight thoughts of Sin. Oh, it is Lamentable, that 'ſuch groſs 
ſins as are abominable in the ſight of GOD, and ſtink in the very No- 
ſtrils of Nature, and provoke a holy GOD to Wrath againſt the Nati- 
on, and have brought heavie Judgments on other Nations and Churches, 
and for which there are Thouſands frying in Hell fire, are looked upon 
by many as things of ſmall moment. Yea, how many make a mock 
at ſin, and turn it into matter of Laughter? And others labour to put 
a fair Face upon many vile Sins, and paſs them with a gentle Cenſure. 
Oh, how far are we from that which was the Temper of the Saints re- 
corded in Scripture, who mourned and lamented over the ſins and 
abominations of a prophane degenerate Age wherein they lived? The 
ſlight Thoughts we have of fin, is a main Cauſe why there is ſo little 
done for fuppreſſing it. 2 88 0 1 = 
C 3. ) A great decay of Love to one another among People. Alas, howis 


Compaſſion, when ye can ſuffer them to go on in Soul-deftroy ingCourſes, 
and can ſee them running poſt to Hell, and yet do nothing to put a 
ſtop to their Carrier in Sin ? = Wo 
(4. ) A woful ſtupidity and ſenſleſneſs with refpeF to the preſent Danger 
that threaten the Nation. Abounding Prophanneſs and Wickednefs ' 8 
threatens the Nation with Ruine and Deſolation : Yet the getieratity 
of people put the evil Day far away, and will not ſuffer themſelves once 
to believe that GOD is Angry, though GOD hath many ways pro- 
claimed his Anger and Diſpleaſure againſt us. There ſeemeth to be a 
ſpirit of Stupidity judicially poured upon the Generation. How ſenſe- 
leſs are we of all the Tokens of the LORDS Anger? Therefore there 
ding Sins. wh 1 | | Fr. 42 
(F.) Prepoſterous Tenderneſs, and fooliſh Pity. many are utterly averſe,” ⁵⁶ 
te inform or bear Witneſs againſt . and Prophane Perſons; vH ?? 
| I D222 GS 
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=: nicknamed, taunted and ſcorned by their Neighbours, if once they ſet. 
1 about this work. But this is to turn that which is your Glory to be 
your ſhame. To appear for GOD againſt the Kingdom of Sin and 
Satan, will be eſteemed your true Honour: And will ye compr it a 
diſgrace ? Again, it is an Argument of great puſillanimity, weakneſs. 
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= presſing Vice, 
out of a fooliſh Pity and Tendernefſs : 

to Trouble, or that they ſhould be expoſed to publitk Shame. But 


ſuch. perſons are more tender of vile Duſt, than of the Glory and Ho- 


nour of GOD. Yea, ſuch ſparing of prophane and ſcandalous ſinners, 
is a mercy that is cruel. It is Cruelty to many others, who might take 


warning to break off their ſinful Courſes, by their examples, if they 


= were Puniſhed. And it is Cruelty to theſe ſinners themſelves ; Becauſe 
h by going on in fin through ſuch Indulgence, they often bring greater 
Miſeries upon their. Perſons and Families, than a legal Puniſhment 
would amount to; Beſide eternal Torments, that are. reſerved for 
all impenitent ſinners : So that the Mercy ſhewed to their Bodies, is 


Cruelty to their percious immortal Souls, 


( 6, ) Love of carnal Eaſe, Many are loath to be at the trouble of 


oppoſing ſuch a ſtrong ſpeat of Wickedneſs. They apprehend that it 
will be a very troubleſome and uneaſie Task to them, to ſuppreſs ſin in 


their Neighbours, becauſe they perceive they arc ſo ſtrongly addicted 


to it: Therefore out of reſpect to their own Eaſe, they lie by and do 


nothing. But what a baſe thing is it, to prefer a little carnal Eaſe, to 
{ſuch an honourable and glorious Deſign ; And to ſhun a little pains 


and trouble, for the Glory and Honour of GOD, the ſafety of the Na-. 
tion, and the Welfare of the Souls of People ? 


( 7. ) Fear of offending others, Some of you have ſome ſecret Incli- 
nation to this noble Work and Duty; But the picque and ill-will of 


your. Neighbours diverts you from it. Ye fear it will offend your 


BE Neighbours, and break off all Friendſhip between them and you; there- 
fore ye let them alone, for fear of a Breach. But remember, it is 
much more fearful and dangerous to offend GOD, than it is to offend 
mY the greateſt among Men. Oh, will ye take the Feed of the great 

Eternal GOD upon you, rather than the ill-will of a Neighbour 2- 
GOD forbid. And then, though your Neighbours may be picquedand 
angry for the preſent ; yet when they are through the Grace of GOD 


reclaimed by your Means, they will then ſee that ye did them a great 


9 3 Fayour, and will reſent it by very thankful Acknowledgments; and 


they. will Love you the better, that ye awakened them out of their ſins, 
that would have beea their eternal Ruine. 
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s: They are loath to bring them 


(8, Bar of ſhame. Many think that they ſhall be reproached and 
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the ſake of GOD. Certainly, Chriſtians ſhould not be aſhamed, to 
' ſpeak or act in the cauſe of GOD, before any fort of men in the World 


Pſa, 119. 46. Lill ſpeak of thy Teftimonies alſo before Kings, and will not 


a ſpecial, and I hope agood directing hand of Providence, that I: have. 


3 And Reforming the Vieiour. | 29 
and baſeneſs of Spirit, when ye cannot bear with a little ſhame for 


be aſhamed. | | 
( 9. ) Diſceuragement of Spirit, ariſing from want of ſucceſs. It is like= 


ly, that ſome of you have uſed ſome endeavours to ſuppreſs fin, but ye 
have had little or no defired ſucceſs; Therefore ye are tempted to 


give it over. But what though many Attempts. do not ſucceed, yet 
ye may have ſucceſs at laſt ; Therefore it is good to go on. And tho” 
ye ſhould have no ſucceſs ; yet by your zealous Endeavours to ſuppreſs. 
ſin, you will deliver your own Souls, and honour GOD, and bear 
your Teſtimony againſt abounding Prophanneſs ; And ye may be a- | 
mong the marked ones, who ſhall be ſpared, when an overflowing:. 
{courge of GOD's wrath cometh upon the Nation. 7 
II. I come next to ſhew you that, he neglect of private Chriftian En- 
deavours, to ſuppreſs and bear down ſin in others, is a very great and woful _ 
evil, It is moſt ſinful, moſi ſhameful, moſt inexcuſable, and moſt dangerous. 
( 1 ) Thenegl:# of private Chriſtian Endeavours to ſuppreſs ſin is. 
moſt ſinful; And that upon theſe following Accompts. OY 25 
1. E iA manifeſt neg lect ef a plain and known Duty. This is an indiſ- 
putable Duty, that private Chriſtians ought to ſuppreſs ſin in others by 
all · proper means, It is a duty anent which there can be no dehate, 
whether it be a duty or- not; As I hope l have, thiough the help of G@D, 
cleared to the Conviction pf all ſuch among you, as are unbyaſſed and 
unprejudiced. You have had this dutie plainlic laid before you, from 
the word of GOD, and indiſputable principles of Reaſon: Therefore 
the neglect of it is moſt. ſinful before GOD. It is a ſin againſt Light 
and Knowledge; and ſuch are ſins of a very deep Aggravation, becauſe 
there is in them great Contempt of GOD's Authority, and great Re-= 
bellion againſt the Light of your own Conſcience, which is GOD's. 4 
Deputy within you - 3 5 
2. I is the neglect of a Duty, in ſuch a Seaſon wherein it is much called for. 
Never had you ſuch loud and preſſing calls to this Dutie, as you have 
now. You have been called to it by the word of God. Is it not without 


preached to you on this ſubject. It was GOD that ſent me with this 
Commiſſion. And what I have weaklie delivered, hath been a Meſſage 
from GOD unto you. Again ye have manic Calls from the PrÞvidenees f 
God. Ne are called toit by the laudable Laws of the Nation, whereby ß 
moſt of theſe Obſtructions, that formerlic marred. the Execution g 
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f f ſuppreſſing View, . 


bouring Nations. Ye are called to it, by the preſent aſpect of Providence. 


There is now great. appearance of Plenty, after many years dearth. ; 


GOD is pleaſed to let us ſee what he can do, and what He will do 
for us, if we would {et our ſelves to ſuppreſs. theſe fins that are the 
Grounds of the LOR D&s Controverſie. Ie are called to this Duty, by 


the preſent diſpoſal of Aſſairs in this Place; The power of Executing 


moft of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs, being of late lodged in the 
hands of ſome, concerning whom we hope, that they will compt it 
their Duty, their Honour, and their Intereſt,to be faithful and impartial 
in this matter; So that we have now many preſſing Calls to this Duty 


This is a Seaſon wherein the LORD is calling to us, as Moſes did to 
the People. Exod. 32. Who is ew the LORDS fide ? And as it is in Ps. 

_ 94.16: Who will riſe up fer me againſi the evil doers ? Or who will ſtand up 
Fer ne againſt the workers of iniquity} God calls you to manifeſt your 
ſelves, and to appear againſt abounding Irreligion and Prophanenefs : 
And when Providence is calling for a publick Appearance, it is moſt _ 
ſinful before GOD for any of yon, to hide your ſelves in a Corner, or 


to be-neutral in the Cauſe of GOD. 


3. It is unſuitable to your Profeſſion, Ye profeſs to be the People of 
GOD, anda peculiar People beyond other Nations of the World: And 
how unſuitable is it to ſucha Profeſſion, to ſuffer his holy Name to be 


| $ prophaned, and his Glory to be trampled under Foot. by open and da- 
ring Wickedneſs ? Either quite your Name and Profeſſion, or act for 


Hi Honour and Glory whom ye own to be your GO B. Again 
=p ye-profeſs to be the Friends of GOD; And is it a Friends part to ſufſ- 
fer that whereby his Name is ſo much diſhonoured ? in ſucha caſe, 
may it not be ſaid to you, II this your kindneſs to your Friend? Once 
more, ye profeſs to be the Souldiers of CHRIST. In Baptiſm, ye gave 


up your Names to CHRIST, and liſted you ſelves under his Banner, to 


| & fight againſt the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, And doth it not ill 
= become the Soldiers of CHRIST, to be neutral, or not to act their part 
ina declared War againſt che Kingdom of Satan, and when there is a 


ſtandart lifced up againſt Prophanneſs? 
4 * Its contrary to Covenant-engagements, beth publick and perſonal. 


Firſt, It is contrary to publick Covenant - engagements. For all the 
people of this Nation ſtand engaged by ſolemn Covenant, to endeavour + 
Wit bout veſpect of Perſons, the Extirpation of all prophanneſs, and of whatever 

ſhould be found contrary to (ound Dectrine and the Power of Godlineſs : And 
that we will endeavour, for our ſelves, and all under our power and charge, to 


| refoxp eur Lives, and each one to go before anuther in the example of a real Re- 
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che Laws againft Prophannes, are now removed. Ye are called to this 
Work, by the laudable examples of athers, both in this and in the neigh- 
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. Reforming the, Vir. wh 
Formation: Thave often warned you, that breach of - Covenant. wien 
GOD, is one of the main grounds of the LORDS Controverſie, with * 
theſe Nations: And here is one way by which we are guilty. of this 
Sin, in not endeavouring the Extirpation of Prophaneneſs, and the Re- 
formation of the Lives of People. . I 
Secondly. It is contrary to perſonal Ceurmmant-engagments, For, the 
ſuppreſſing and bearing down Sin, is a Duty we ſtand all engaged to, 
by our Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant ; which many of us have renewed 
ratified and confirmed, as often as we have eaten and drunken at the 
Lord. Table. Such of you as have covenanted honeſtly with GOD, 
ftand engaged to make Conſcience of every known Dutie, and conſe- 
quently of this great Dutie among the reſt, to endeavour the bringing 
down of Satan, Kingdom, and the advancing of the Kingdom of Chri/r, 
by ſuppreſſing all ungodlineſs and prophaneneſs, and promotting Pietie 
and Holineſs. N | | MEER. 
Well then, the neglect of private Chriſtian Endeavours to ſuppreſs - 
ſin, is moſt ſinful; Becauſe we are thereby guiltie of breach of Cove- 
nant with GOD, and are falſe to our ſolemn Vows ; And this is a Sin of 
a deep Aggravation. TP + et. AI 
5. Your negle#® rend:rs you chargeable with the guilt of all the Prophanneſs 
that is commitied in the plate where ye lives As I ſhewed you already; 
He that doth not hinder fin, when he may; is reckoned as a Commit” 
ter thereof, in GOD's accompt. Yea, I may juſtly ſay, that by this 
neglect, ye are chargeable with the guilt of all the Prophaneneſs com- 
mitted in che Nation: For, your. private Chriſtian Endeavours to 
ſuppreſs Sin in the place where ye live, might through the Blefling 
3 GOD, have Influence upon a Reformation in other places of the 
ation. ; 
( 8.) The negi:# af private Chriſtian Endeavouas to ſuppreſs Sin, is 
moſt ſhameful ; and that upon theſe Accompts. 
1. Becauſe there ii readily baſe Cowardize and Puſilanimity at the bottom 
thereof; For, in the moſt part, it is either the Fear of men, or the ſhame 
„f the World, that obſtructs their Endeavours in this matter. 1— 80 
If it be the Fear of Men, what a ſhameful thing is this? what a 
childiſh and effeminate thing is it to be overcome by Fear? It is an 
Argument of a cowardlie and baſe Spirit. And how diſhonourable is it 
to Religion, to be ſo cowardlie, when ye are called to play the Men 
in the Cauſe of GOD, 1 Cor: 16. 12. 15 5 Noa 
If it be the ſhame of the World that obſtructs your Endeavours ; This 


allo is an argument of a cowardlie and baſe Spirit, and conſequentlis *. ] 
moft ſhameful. What a ſhameful thing is it to be ſo tender, that 1787 
| can' 
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X "th endure a di | | 
= ' wcaricd with the Taunts and Scorns of baſe people, what will become 
'$ of you, when ye are called to bloody Suffering | 

© fied unto Blood, ſtriving againft fin, Heb. 12. And Fer, 12. 5, If thou © 
ef run with the Footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canſt thou | 


* ,-4 


wWearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the ſwelling of Fordan * Oh then, 3 


of private Chriſtians, beth of a higher and lower Station. But what a 


moſt valuable piece of Reformation, viz. a Reformation of Manners, 
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- out-ſtripe by theſe that come ſhort of us in a Reformation in other 1 
- things ? 4 


is it not to our ſhame, that we ſhould be behind with them in this 


1 
6 


ſgraceful word forthe fake of GOD? when ye are 


'A Deine 


: 


gs? Te have not yet re- 


contend with Horſes? And if in the Land of peace, wherein thou truſtedſt, they | 


that you would ſhake off this Baſeneſs and Pufbillanimity. _ : Mi 

2. Becauſe hereby we come behind our Neighbouring Nations of England © 
and Ireland. Glory to GOD, that in ſeveral places of England and 1 
Ireland, there is conſiderable progreſs made, in a Reformation of the 
manners of People, through the Bleſſing of GOD upon the Endeavours 


* 


Ph. 
15 
= 


* 


ſhameful thing is it, that we ſhould come ſhort of them, conſidering a 
that we are under greater Tyes, to ſtudie and promote a Reformation, 
than they. The Reformation of the Church of Scotland, in Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, hath been and is much talked 

of, even in Forraign Nations: But, is it not matter of ſhame, that the 


ſhould be ſo much neglected among us? And that in this, we ſhould be | 


be GOD, that the Endeavours uſed in ſome places of the Nation, in 
promoting this good Work, have not been altogether unſuccesful. But 


3. Beeauſe hereby we come bebind (ome other places of this (ameNation.Bleſſed 


| i 
matter; when we ought to have been with the Foremoſt, conſidering |. 


how much prophaneneſs hath abounded here, even beyond other places ; 
of the Nation? And will it not be yet more to our ſhame, if we do 
not ſpeedily follow their Footſteps? il 

(3.) Our neglef of private Chriſtian Endeavours, for bearing down 


Sin, it mot inexcuſeable 3 and that upon two Accounts, 1 


ye appear before your Judge? Oh no; all your Excuſes will fail 


1. Becauſe all the Excuſes that can be alledged for it, are but vain aud fri- 
wolous, I may not inſiſt to mention particularly, what theſe Excuſes | 
are; They are beſt known to GOD and People's own Conſciences: 
So that I cannot take uptime in holding forth the vanitie of each of them 
particularly. I onlie ſay, in the general, that they are all vain and fri- 
volous. For, 9 | 

Firf, They will not bear er hold weight when ye appear before GOD. Can 
ye thinkthat theſe Excuſes, which ye plead now will hold good, when 
vou 
then 


Ea. 


">, 


* 


then, When the great GOD cometh to reckon with yu, and asketh th 
bot, why did ye not uſe your Endeavours to ſuppreſs Sin in the 7 
place where ye lived? Why did ye ſuffer my bleſſed Name to be pro- 
phaned and trampled upon? Why did ye ſuffer Sin upon your 
x Neighbour ? What anfwer will ye be able to give? Oh, ye will then 
be inexcuſeable, and will havz nothing to ſay for your ſelves. | 
A Secondly, They cannot hold weight in your um Conſcience, I am per- 
” ſwaded; har if you would take a little Time and Leiſure, to ponder 
and weigh Matters ſeriouſlie in your own Minds, all your Excuſes 
would come to nothing. It is a plain Evidence, that they do not hold 
weight in your own Conſcience, that ye your ſelves are aſhamed to 
own them: For, whatever be pretended, yet ordinarlie there is > 
ſomething elſe at the Bottom, which doth not come out. So that when Þ 
we ſpeak of your Excuſes in particular, we do it for the moſt part on- 
lie by conjecture, gueſſing at that which may be in the Thoughts of 
your Hearts. EM 7. 7 
2. Becauſe ye have a ſpecial Opportunity put in your Hand, for promo ving 
this goad work, the like whereof no Natien in the World enjoyes, for 
ought we know. For, as there are excellent Laws made againſt pro- 
phaneneſs ; fo the ſupreme Authoritie of the Nation, hath laid down an 
excellent Method for the Execution of them. For, by the Laws, in- 
feriour Magiſtrats are enjoined, to proſecute and give Sentence, a- 
gainſt theſe guiltie of Immoralitie and Vice, at the inſtance of any 
Perſon whatſomever; And that, with Certification againſt ſuch Ma- 
giſtrats as neglect to do ſo. So that now, any perſon that pleaſetn 
may bring ſuch as are guiltie of Immoralitie and Vice, to condign pu- 
niſhment. By which Law, the Opportunitie put in your Hand, is ſuch 7 
as no Nation in the World hath better. Such an Opportunitie many 
ſeriouſlie Godlie have long wiſhed for: And now when ye have it, 
il it be not improven, how inexcuſeable will the neglect be? If you 
ſuffer this Opportunitie to ſlip, you will not be able to lock GOD, or 
your own Conſcience in the Face, when he cometh to reckon with 
> | Res i [= HED 16 
" x ( 4.) Your negle# of private Chriſtian Endeavours, for ſuppreſſing 
Sin, is moft dangerous. And, BAT . e 
I. It is dargerous to your ſelves, For as ye are in great Hazard of In- 
fection from corrupt Cuſtoms and Examples that aboundz fo, by ne- 
glecting your Dutie in this matter, ye will bring the Wrath and Judge- 
ments of GOD upon your ſelves. If ye partake with other menin their 
2 - fins, ye thall aſſuredlie ſhare with them in their Plagues and Judges* 2 
ments. Though ye were as dear 3 GOD as old Eli was, yet youraat $3 
— 8 2 | ö | ; | . af . d 
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— 4A Diſeonrſe of ſuppreſſing Vice, | 

© endeavouring to ſuppreſs fin may coſt you dear, as his not reſtraining © 
= his Sons, coſt him. 1 % 91 5 
2. It is dangerous 


us to the Nation, and the place we live in. For, abound- 7 
ing Vice and Prophaneneſs, threatens us with no leſs than Ruine. And 
our Ruine will be the more inavoidable, if the excellent Opportunitie 
put in our Hands for ren Sin be neglected. i 
III. In the laſt place, I give « few Advices, with reſpect to our great ne= 
gled of this noble and neceſſary Duty of imploying our Chriftian Endeavour, for 
ſuppreſſing and bearing down Sin, | | 
( 1.) Let each of us ſearch and try our ſelves in this matter, And I 
would not onlie have private Chriftians to examine, how far'they have | 
come ſhort in their Endeavours to ſuppreſs Vice: But I would have : 
even ſuch as are in a more publick Station, to Examine and try them- 
= feclves in this matter: Magiftrars would Examine, if with Zeal, Cou- 
frage, and Impartiality, they have Executed the Laws againſt pro- 
phanneſs, and rendred themſelves a Terrour to evil Doers Miniffers _ 
would ſay, if they have Preached againſt tin, with that Holy Zeal and © 
Boldneſs, Faithfulneſs and Freedom, as they ought to have done. Elders |! 
would Examine, if they have been Vigorous and Impartial, in the x- 
_erciſe of Church-Diſcipline, againſt ſcandalous Sinners. Yea, Deacouns 
would Examine, if they have been duly afliſtant to the Elders iu this 
Matter, by their Information and Advice. Parents and Maſters of Fa | 
-milies would try, if they have improven the ſpecial Advanrages and Op- 
portunities they have had, of ſuppreſſing fin in their Children and Ser- 
vants. I am perſwaded that, upon ſerious and impartial ſearch and þ 
& inquirie, there are none bf us all, but have cauſe to Charge our ſelves 
with a neglect of our Dutie in this Matter, in leſs or more. Alas, 
we have not been. fo zealous againſt ſin, nor ſo diligent in the uſe of 
Means to ſuppreſs it, as we ought to have been. Therefore, ; 
( 2.) Let us Confider how we will anſwer for ibis to the Holy GOD, when 
be cometh to reckon with us, There is a day coming when GOD will call 
us all to an Account, what conſcience we have made of our Durie in 
this Matter: Therefore it is our intereſt to call our ſelves to an Ac- 
count aforehand, and to judge and condemn our ſelves before GOD, 
x Cor. 11. 31. For if we would judge our ſelves, we ſhould nct be judged. 
Let us lay aſide all vain Excuſes for our woful neglect of Dutie; And 
let us take ſhame to our ſelves, that we have done GOD and our Ge- 
L neration, ſo little ſervice this way. 12 
3.) Let us bumble our (elves deeply bi fore the LORD. I am ſure there is 
great cauſe. Is it not ſad nd lamentable, that Prophaneneſs and Wic- 
& :kedncighath ſo much abounded among us, through our neglect of 08 
=... | af | able 
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* and Reforming the Peissꝛ J 
able Endeavours to ſuppreſs it > Oh, we might have prevented much 3 
Sin, and much Diſhonour to the Holy Name of GOD, and much 
Wrath and Judgment that hath come upon the Nation, and the place 
where we live, if we had- been more diligent to promote a Reforma- 
tion of Manners among People. Surelie, we have great cauſe te 
mourn deeply before the LORD; and it is ſad, that our guiltineſs in 
this Matter doth ſo little affect our Hearts, 88 * 
( 4. ) Let us have recourſe to the Blood of Chriſt for Pardon. Our guil- 
tinelt is great before GOD. We are not only guiltie of our on pri- 
vate and perſonal Tranſgreſſions; but are alſo involved in the guilt of 
that Prophaneneſs and Wickedneſs, that hath been committed by others, 
through our careleſs negle& of proper Means to ſuppreſs the ſame. 
O what need is there of the Blood of Chriſt to cleanſe us, that we may 
find mercy, and may obtain peace and Reconciliation with an angry 
GOD. 

( 5. ) Let ws reſolve upon, and vow amendment. If ye be trulie grieved 
for your woful negle& of Dutie in this matter, then your Hearts will 
be much ſet upon a Reformation and Amendment. And, I fay, ye 
ſhould not onlie reſolve upon this, but vow it folemnlie before GOD. 
I do ſertouflie recommend this to you, to bind your Hearts to this ex- 
cellent and noble Dutie, by a folemn Vow and Promiſe, Set a part 
ſome Time for this in ſecret, and go about it ſeriouſſie, and with much 
deliberation of Soul. 1 

( 6.) Pray much againſt your ſlackneſs, and remiſſneſs, and bac kdraming 
Temper, If ye obſerve the Frame of your own Hearts, ye will find 
much Backwardneſs to this noble Dutie. Your corrupt Hearts will be 
apt to ſuggeſt to you, manie Difficulties and Objections, which will 
eaſilie quench all honeſt Endeavours, if your Hearts be not well looked 
to- Therefore wreſtle earneſtlie with GOD againſt your backd:aw- 
ing Diſpoſition : And in Prayer, ſtudie to act Faith on Jeſus Chriſt for 
the Help of his Spirit againſt it. 8 b 

Uſe z. For Exhortation, to all. The Doctrine I raiſed from the! 
Text, leads me to exhort you, only to private Chriſtian Endeavours 
for bearing down Sin. But ſeing I took occaſion to ſhew you by way 
of Inſtruction, that if it be the Dutie even of private Chriſtians, not 
to ſuffer ſin upon their Neighbour, but to endeavour the ſuppreſſion f 
the ſame; Then there muſt be much more incumbent upon ſuch as are 
in Office, whether in Church or State. I ſay, having taken occeſion to 
clear this, I ſhall make my Exhortation more general and comprehen- 
ſive, to exhort all of you to make it your buſineſs ts reclaim and reform Sin- 
mers, and to ſuppreſs Sin in them, by all Mean, proper to you in your ſevem 
Places and Stations, BR a 3 
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* our, Endeavours, for upholdiug the Kingdom of Sin and _ 
11 EY (3+) By 


* In proſecuting this, I ſhall, 
1. Shew you, what we cal you to. 
2. Give: ſome Moti ves to preſs the ſame, 1 
3. Hold forth the right way and manner of going about this work. 

4. Give ſome Means how to get your Hearts brought up to it. And, 
5. Directions anent the right and ſuccesful management thereof _ 
I. I ſhew what we call you to, and what GOD calls you to by us. In a 
word, it is, not Fo ſuffer ſin upon our Neighb:urs, i. e. not to let them go 


on in fin; or ly under the guilt of din; But to endeavour to reform and 


reclaim the Vicious, and to luppreſs fin in them. And this ye are called to 
do, by theſe Means that I ſpoke of, when 1 opened up the Doctrine; 


And I ſhalluo again reſume them a little by way of Exbortation. Ye 


are ca led to reform Sinners, and to bear downVice and Prophaneneſs. 
(.) More privately, by your good Counſel and Example, and by ſea- 


ſonub e luſtruction ard Reproof. There are Means competent to every one 


of ycu cv:n with reipect to theſe ſins that are not ſo feandalous and 
offen five, as to become the proper Objects of Church Cenfure, orofthe 
Magiſt:acs Coercive Power. Whatever is diſpleaſing to GOD, or un- 
becoming che Goſpel of Chriſt ; Ye are to endeavour the ſupprefling 
thereof, and the reclaiming of your Neighbours therefrom, by your 
ſeaſonable Inſtruction and Reproof, and by your good Counſel and Ex- 


ample. Let no Man ſay with Cain, Am I my Brothers keeper? GOD 


hath appointed each of you to be Guardians and Keepers one of ano- 
ther; And ye muſt give an account to GOD, with what care ye watch 
over the Converſations of one another- 8 7 i. Ne 

( 2.) By promo ving the Execution of the Laws, and rhe Exerciſe of Church 
Diſcipline, againſt propbane and ſcandalous Sinners, by informing and bearing 
witneſs againſt them, when callta thereunto; and by dealing with Mag iſtrats 
and Cburc b. Officers, to be faithful and diligent in their reſpective Duties. Both 


the Laudable Laws of the Nation, and the Diſcipline of the Church, are 
"= like to lie by as uſeleſs Things for ſupprefling Vice and Immorality, if 


the Execution and Exerciſe of theto be not promoved, by the zealous 


Endeavours of ſuch of you as are private Chriſtians. Therefore, I be- 
ſeech and obteſt you in the LORD, that you would henceforth hold 
= Hand co this good Work, by Information and W itnels-bearing. 
When ſcandalous Sinners will not be reclaimed, by private Means, 


then our Bleſſed LORD enjoins you to tell the Church, AMarih, 18, 
And it is no leſs your Dutie in that cafe to tell the Magiſtrate. 
And when ſuch are brought before the Magiſtrate, or the 
Church, then it is your dutie, being called thereto, to bear Wit- 


E neſs to the Truth; as you would not be found guilty of contributing 
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are now Calculated, and laid down, is abundantlis Honourable for 


feed to you, for ſuppreſſing abounding Vice and Prophanneſs, where- 
by GOD is greatly dihonoured; There may be a higher, but there 


. | aui Reformmg the Vicrons. 3 32 
z.) By embritting ſuch Offices, 10 wbirb ge are lawfully Called, and 
whereby ye may be in greater Capacity, for Executing, or Promoving the 
Execution of the Laws made againſt. Prophaneneſs, and for Executing the Cen- 

feres of the Charch againſt ſcandalous Sinners. So that I comprehend here, 
Offices both in Church and State. I underftand that fome among you 
are choſen by the Magiſtrat, to the Office of Conſtabulary in this place. 
And I ſhall take the libertie to inform you, that this Office is now re- 

lieved of two things, which formerlie it was attended with here, 
whereof the one was very cumberous and troubleſome, and the other 
reckoned Diſhonourable: So that this Office, as the Duties thereof 


the beſt among you; Seing you are thereby to be in effect put in the 
Capacity of Juſtices of Peace and Judges of the Nation, by having the 
executive Power of moſt of the Laws made againſt Prophanneſs, put in 


your. own Hand. Yea more, conſidering the Advantages thereby of- 


cannot be a more noble Poft and Station, And in that Office you will 
have ſpecial Advantages and Opportunities, of rendering your ſelves 
happy Inftruments of a Reformation of Manners,by your Zeal, Cou- 
rage and Boldneſs in the exerciſe of the Duties thereof. And becauſe _ 
I know that ſome who are Choſen to the ſaid Office are utterlie averſe 
to accept the ſame, I ſhall therefore beſcech and obteſt ſuch of you in 
the LORD; Yea in His Name I charge you, as you will Anſwer 
upon your Obedience to GOD, that you loſe not the ſpecial Advan- 
tages and Opportunities offered to you, of acting for the Glory of 
GOD and the publick Good, by refuſiing ſo clear a Call to that Of- 
fice ; Elſe ye will bring upon your own Heads the Guilt of all that 
Prophanneſs and Wickedneſs, that ſhall be committed in the place after 
your Refuſal; Or, if you be put upon that Othce by Compulſion, then you 
are like to loſe your Praiſe and Reward, both with GOD andwith Men. 
(4. ) By your Faithfulneſs, Diligence, and Impartiality, in the diſcbarge 
of theſe Offices wherewith any of you are invefted, in Church or State. As the 
Elders of the Church ought to be Faithful and Impartial in the Exer= 
ciſe of Church-Diſcipline againſt ſcandalous Sinners. So, it is tige 
Duty of Magiſtrats, and of all ſuch as are entruſted with Power to 
execute the Laws made againſt Vice and Immorality, to be Faithful 
Dit igent and Impartial in the Exerciſe of the Duties of their Office. 
It is much to be lamented that a neglect of Duty in too many Magittrats, , : 
proveth a great diſcouragement to privat Chriſtians, and weakens their 
Hearts and Hands in informing and bearing witneſs: againſt Vici- 
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m_ A Diſcorſeof ſuppreſſing Vie, 
dus Perſohs. Therefore I cannot but mind Magiſtrats and likeways | 
ſuch of you as are Conſtables, that ye are entruſted with power, | 
for the Glorie and Honour of GOD, and the Welfare of the Nation 

and of the Place where ye Live. And the power wherewith ye are 

inveſted, is a Talent committed to your Truſt, which will greatlie | 
encreaſe your accompts before GOD : For, to whowſoever much is © 
given, of them much will be required, And ye are under ſpecial Obliga- 
tions, by your ſolemn Oath De Fideli, to execute all the Laws put in 
your Power, as ye would not be found Guilty of the horrid ſin of | 

Perjurie. And ye have ſpecial Advantages and Opportunities of rende. 

ring your ſelves trulie Honourable, in making your ſelves Sharers of 

that which is the greateſt Glory of Princes, to be & terrour to evil-deers ; | 
and of rendering your ſelves publick Bleſſings to the Nation and the 
place ye Live in, by putting a ſtop toa ſtrong {peat of Wickedneſs. And 

I add, that if ye prove negligent or unfaithful in the Duties of your | 

Office, then ye will be chargeable before GOD with as many Perjuries, © 

as there ſhall be of will- full and allowed Neglects of Dutie; and ye 

muſt reckon to GOD, for that deluge of Sin and Wrath, that may 
come on the place ye Live in,by your Unfaithfulneſs and Negligence. 
IT. I ſha)l next give ſome Motives, to excite you all to Zealous and ear- 
70 Endeaveurs, for ſuppreſſing and bearing down ſin, and reforming Vicious 
erſons. And, | R | 
(1.)Ye are all ſpecially obliged to ſet about this merk; And that on a twofold | 

accompt. | | es * 

r. Becauſe this is part of your Generation Merk. Hereby ye are called to 

do ſervice to your Generation. The good of the preſent Generation, 

yea of Generations yet to come, is much concerned in the ſuppreſſion 
of Vice and Prophanneſs. For, as the abounding of ſin threatens 

Wrath and Ruine on the Generation; So, the ſuppreflion thereof 

will contribute much for its Welfare and Proſperity. Now, it is everie 

Perſons Duty to ſerve his Generation. It is recorded to Davids Com- 

mendation, that he ſerved his own Generation according to the will of GOD, 

AFs 13. 36. And it is ſaid of good Nehemiab, that he came to ſeek the 

welfare of the Children of Iſrael, Nehem. 2, 10. Even the Heathen could 

ſay, that we are not born for our ſelves, bot for our Friends, and our. 
Countrie. The Obligations of Societie bind everie Man and Woman, 
to do what is in their power, for promoving the good oftheir Genera- 
tion: And you cannot ferve your Generation. better, than by ſup- 
refling and bearing down Sin which threatens it with Wrath and 
OT Eo 

1 2. Becauſe what I am calling you to, is ſervice to GOD, whom ye 
are bound to ſerve to the utmoſt of your Capacity and Ability. al 
Y | that 
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that you are, and | 
ws, and not we our ſelves. Its in bim we live, we move, and have our 
Beine. All our Gifts and Talents; our Time, Health and Strength 

our Lives and Eſtates; we have received all from GOD, and for 
GOD, to be employed in his Service, and for his Honour and Glory. 


We are under many and great Obligations to do Him ſervice, 


and Reforming the Vicious. 


all that you have, you owe to GO 


D. He bath 3 


He 


loadens us dayly with benefits, and gives us richly all things to enjoy. So that 
all the Service we are capable to do, is due to GOD. And all we can 
dos is too little, coeſidering His incomprehenſible Greatneſs, and the 


great Obligations he hath laid upon us. 


WE (ſhould be glad to ſerve 


Him, not only in theſe things that are ſafe and eaſie; but alſo in 
theſs things thac are attended with Danger, Trouble, and 


Expznce to our elves. 
which coſt him nothing, 2 Sam. 24. 24. 
Difficultie in them, and moſt Hazard attending them, and have in them 
greateſt Contrariety to our natural Tempers, and to our Carnal 
In theſe we have moſt occaſion to manifeſt 
our Love to and Zeal for GOD. Now, we cannot do GOD better 
Service, than by ſuppreſſing and bearing down in : 


the 


-and Worldlie Intereſts ; 


to be employed this way. 


* 


David would not Serve GOD with that 
Theſe ſervices that have moſt 


| For, by this 
Means, we prevent the diſhonour of His Name, and promote His 
Honour and Glory, and advance His Kingdom among Men. 

( 2 ) Vs bighly honourable to be imployed this way. To ſerve GOD, is 
no only your indiſpenſible Duty, but the greateſt honour any Crea- 
ture is capable of. It is an Honour to Kings and Princes, yea to An- 
gels. David reckoned this his greateſt honour. He entitles the 18 P/alm, 4 

| Pſalm of David theServant of the LORD. He doth not ſay, a Pſalm of David 
King of Iſrael and Fudah ; But a Pſalm of David theSerwant of the LORD, It 
is a greater Honour to be a ſervant to GOD, than to be a King over 
men- Deo ſervire regnare eff, You never reign or command, till you 
learn toſerve GOD. To act for the Honour and Glory of GOD, and 
the advancementof His Kingdom; To appear in the cauſe of G O D, 
When his Glory ly eth at the ſtake, is honourable Employment for any 
Creature. Yea, it is ſo great an Honour, that it is a great Argument 
of the condeſcending goodneſs of GOD, that he allows poor Creatures 
Is not that honourable, which hath a di- 
rect Tendency to the Advancement of Religion, the promoting of the 
*Z good and welfare of the Nation, the recovering of poor captive Sin- 
ners out of the ſnare of the Devil, and the ſaving of precious Souls from 
eternal Death ? Is it not truly glorious. to reſent the many publick 
Affronts and Injuryes, offered by vile duſt and aſhes to the great eter- 
nal GOD, and to fave a poor ſinking Nation from utter ruine? Is it 
not an act of heroick Courage, to ſet our ſelyes iu the front of the Battie 


* * 
0 Ws. 
_ F * i 
- * 
> 
"4 = # 
* Z * 
1 * 
* = . 
* , 


- 
4 
— 


„ V Diff of pr b; 
* 7+ 3% the Sonldiers of Chriſt are called 2 an Aſſault againſt the 
EkKingdom of Darkneſs? . 128 5 . 
3.) Your boneſt endeavours this way, are likely, through the bleſſing af 
_ God, to prove very ſuccesſul. Ye may readily meet with much Oppoſe 
tion, and many Difficulties, in this noble Work: But, as it will be 
your Honour and Glory, to overcome all Difficulties, and to maſter 
all oppoſition in your way; So there is greatground to hope for ſuch 
_— bleſſed ſucceſs. For 
= 1, Th» Work is God's, Therefore he ſtands engaged to own it. When 
ye are honeſtly and faithfully employed in ſuch ſervice to GOD, he 
ſtands engaged by promiſe to be with you in it. And is not this a great 
Encouragement ? Whatever Difficulties ye apprehend to be in your 
way; yet if ye ſet to this Work with holy Zeal and Courage, the 
hand of the LORD will be with you; And if God be with you, who can 
be againſt you? Rom. 8. 31. 
2. The weans I have directed you to, are Means of Gods Appointment. And 
he hath not appointed Means in vain. All the means of his Appoint- 
ment, have the promiſe of his Bleſſing. Therefore, if ye be conſciene # 
tiouſly employed in the uſe oftheſe Means,your Labour ſhall not be in wain © 
in 1be LORD, ; . 
3. Such Means and Endeavonrs for ſmppreſſing Vice, have bad very go 40 


ſucceſs elſewhere. Particularly in our Neighbouring Nations of Exgland 


And then, in ſueh Paroches, where the Judge Ordinary doth not reſide, 
the Heretors and Kirk-Seſſion are required by Law, to Nominate a fit 
and qualified Perſon within the Paroch,and to preſent him to the judge 

Ordinarie, who is enjoined to give him a Deputation, for executing} 
the Laws made againſt Prophaneneſs. Now, ſeing this noble Work 

of ſuppreſſing Vice and Prophaneneſs, hath proven ſo ſucgesful . | 

EF | : | | | Where, 
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where, in ſpite of great Oppoſition and manifold Diſeonragements zwa 
may rationally expect, that through the bleſſing of GOD, it may have 
very great ſucceſs in this Nation; Seing we have ſo great Advantages; © 
and ſpecial Opportunities for it, beyond others. 1 


theſe Grounds, there is great hope of Succeſs, in our Endeavour 4 
to ſuppreſs and bear down Vice and Prophaneneſs. And Olis not ſue- 


ceſs in this matter a very deſireable thing? would it not be a bleſſed ef- 
fect of ſuch honeſt endeavours, to have all iniquity to ſtop its mouth, 
and to have prophane Sinners reformed, and reclaimed from their evil 
Ways? Would it not be a happy thing to have prophaneneſs baniſhed 
out of the Nation and zhe place where we live? Would not this be ares 
ward enough forall the coſt and pains ye can beat in this noble under- 
taking? How refreſhing would it be to the hearts of honeſt Chriftians 
among you, to ſeeſuch- bleſſed days wherein there might be a ſtop put 
to open prophaneneſs and ungodlineſs,which is ſo diſhonourable to C 
and ſuch a diſgrace to our Chriſtian name and profeſſion? 4 
[ 4] Your boneſt Eudeawours, in this great and noble Werk of ſuppreſfing 
Vice and prophaneneſs, will he attended with great Advantages ; Both with 
reſpect to the publick, and with reſpe& to your ſel ves. 
Firſt. Your Endeavours this way will have great Adyantages With 
reſpect to the publick, For EY | -- "+ yaw 
1, This will be the way. to turn away the wrath of an angry God. To clear 
this, conſider : 3 | 
DL 1.] Abounding fin threatens the Nation and the place we live in With hea- 
Kall not need to inſiſt upon this, if you will conſider 
that theſe very fins that abound among us, have brought heavy wrath 
upon other Nations: How then ſhall we think to eſcape? Is there a» 
ny thing in the whole Scripture, to ground ſuch a . as this, 
that though other Nations have not eſeapcd ruining Judgments for ſin, iet Scot- 
land ſhall os; Hath not GOD many ways manifeſted His Diſpleaſure 
againſt us? Hath He not often proclaimed His anger? Readily, ſome 
of you may think that the preſent Plenty and cheapnes of Victual. after 
ſo many years dearth, is an Evidence that GOD's Anger is turned a- 
way. But woe will be to us, if we thus abuſe the goodneſs of OD, 
to foſter our Security in Sin, and to ward off all Fears of threatned and | 
deſerved Judgments. The greateſt Calmnes uſually goes before an 
Earthquake: And this Sun-ſbine of Mercy may preceed a heavy ſtorm 


of divine Wrath. 


( 2. ) 4 Reformation might prevent the Execution of Wrath, We have. 
ground from the written word for this. Eſa. 1. 16. c. Wa ſh je ma 3 


Jou alean, put away the evil of your doings frum before mine eyes, ceaſe to * 4 
: 5 1 T F cas j 


. —_ | 


ears ts Js well = ——Come new, and let ut reaſon together, ſaith 
= the LORD ; Though your Sins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as (mow ; 
= Though they be rid like Crimſon, they ſhal be as Wooh, If ye be willing and 
E obedient, ye ſhal eat the good of the Land. Jerem. 3. 12. Return thou back. 
= ſiding Iſrael ſaith the Lord; and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon you, 


| Advantages, with re/ed to your Jelves, 
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[. 3. ] Diligence and faithfulneſs in the uſe of means propper to each of you 
for ſuppreſcing ſin,would promote 4 Reſormateon. If ſuch of you as are ho- 
neſtly minded, would contribute your honeſt and joint Endeavours, 
in this glerious Work; I am perſwaded that a Reformation of the man- 
ners of this corrupt and degenerate Age, would through the blefling 
of GOD be the bleſſed effect thereof; And O, what a Tendency would 
this have to the turning away the wrath of an angry GOD, that is rea- 
dy to break out aginſt us to our utter ruine? . 

2+ This will be the way ts promove the ruine of Sataus Kingdom, and the 
advance ment of the Kingdom of Chriff, It is true, GOD can ruine Sa- 
tans Kingdom, and advance his-own, without your help: He hath 
no need of you. Yet he uſually worketh by means : And next to 


the preaching of the Goſpel, no mean could prove more effectual for 


this end, than the ſuppreſſing and bearing down of ſin. Yea, conſide- 
ring that we have the Goſpel in great Purity and Plenty, the ſuppreſ- 


_ H ſing of Vice and Prophaneneſs could not, through the bleſſing of GOD 
miſſe of ſo good an effect: For hereby the minds of men would be 


prepared for a better Entertainment of the Goſpel, and they would be 
prepared for a greater influence of the Goſpel upon their Hearts and 
Lives. And, as wen the Weeds are rooted up, the true plant thrives 
the better; So, Mn prophaneneſs and Vice is ſuppreſſed, Piety and 
Godlineſs will flapriſh apace. e | 

3. Your boneft I joint Endeavuurs for ſuppreſſing Vice and Prophaneneſs , 
would be à tokenſor good f the LORD, even though your Endeavour: prove 
not ſo ſuccesful as Ye would. Surely, it will be a Token for good to the 
Nation, and to the place we live in, when GOD hath a party among 
us that own him, and appear for his Glory, and contend zealouſly a- 
gainſt the Iniquities of fhe times. If GOD would raiſe up a party a- 
mong us, and Spirit them with Zeal and Courage and holy boldneſs for 
him, to appear againſt open and daring Wickedneſs, with holy For- 
titude and Refolution of mind; I would look upon this as a Token 


for good, that GOD had a deſign of Love and Mercy for the place, not- 


withſtanding of the abounding Prophanenes that is in it, and the great 
Miſeries it groans under at preſent, 


Secondly, Your honeſt endeavours in this noble Work, will have great 
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And Reforming the Viciom, © © © a5. 
If your ſandeawvours prove ſuccesful, as they are likely to do, through the i 
Ning of GOD: Then 5 Gta, - * v2 EO 
1. This will commend yau ta all honeſt and ſober men. They will eſleem 3 
of you as a rich Bleſſing from GOD to the place where ye live. Your 
being ſo publickly uſeful, and inſtrumental for the publick good, will 
commend you to all ſuch as are ofa bublick Spirit, and eſpecially toſuch . 
as fear GOD. And although the praiſe of men ſhould not be your chief 
motive; yet men will give you the praiſe, under GOD, of being the Re- 
parers of the great eſt breaches among ute 

2. This will commend you to poſterityiand render your Memcry ſaweury, whey, 
ye are dead and gone, The bleſſed effects of your noble endeavours may 
laſt till ſucceeding Ages; Sothat the Generations to come may riſe up 
and call you bleſſed, and bleſs GOD for you. | 

2. The ble;fiug of many a poor Sinner that was ready to periſh may come upon 
you» It is true, prophane and graceleſs men may be much diſpleaſed 
with you for a while Yerwhen they come to themſelves, and are 
recovered, by your means, from their pernicious Ways, they will love ©] 
you the more for preventing their eternal ruine.; They will return } 
you heartie thanks for being inſtrumental in their Recovery ; and they 
will bleſs GOD for you, while they have a day to live. „ 

But though your honeſt endeavours to reclaim Sinners, and to ſuppreſs Þ 
Vice and Prophaneneſs, be net ſo ſuccesful as ye would; yet they will be ſtill 
attended with great Advantages. For 

7. Your Eudiauours will be accepted of GOD "as hongſt Service. For, if 3» 

there be firſt a willing mind, it is accepted, aocerdiug toafhat a'man hath, and 
not acording te that he hath not. 2 Cor. 8. 12. David ifkended to build a 
houſe forGOD,and GOD accepted of his Intentions, as if he had reallie 
done the thing. 1 King. 8. 18. Whereas it was in thine heart to build an 
houſe into my name, thou didſt well that it was in thine heart. So here, GOD 
will reckon it well done, that it was in your heart to ſuppreſs Prophan- 
neſs and Wiekedneſs. If you be in a readineſs to ſerve GOD this way, i 
and make it your buſineſs to improve all Opportunities for promoving 
this noble defign ; This will be acceptable to GOD, whatever your ſuc- © 
ceſs be; this will add to your Crown, and be faund unto praiſe, & honour 
& glory at the appearance of Jeſas Chriſt, Some of you do perhaps think 
with your ſelves, that ye are like to have ſmall ſucceſs in this good work, 
and that therefore your endeavours will be loſt and in vain, and that ye 1 
are like to do more hurt than good. But it is not ſo; Dutie is yours, 
and ſucceſs is Ob's; If you ſinglie and honeſtlie mind your own dur 
tie, then your Faithfulneſs and Zeal ſhall ſtand on Record before GOD; 
And it will not be long till COD give you that publick Teſtimony of 
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- A Diſcourſe of ſuppres/ing Vice, 


EHonour, before Angels and men, well done good and faithful Servant. 

23. Your honeſt Endeavours this way, is the only way to have peace in your 
own Souls, What peace can ye have, if ye ſuffer fin to abound ? What 
peace, if ye ſuffer the Holie Name of GOD to be prophaned, and his 
EF -Glory to be trampled under Foot, without ſuch a juſt Reſentment as is 
in your power? What peace can ye have in a day of Trouble, or in a 
dying Hour, when your own Conſcience tells you, that ye lighted 


and neglected manie precious Opportunities put in your Hard for ſup- 


prefiing Vice and Prophaneneſs ? True it is, ye may have a falſe peace 


or a While, in the negle& of your Dutie : But when abounding fin 


| brings on Judgment, and ſad Calamities and Diftreſfes come upon you; 
War peace will ye have then? Ye may bear your ſhare of them with an 


ill Conſcience, if ye negle& to ſuppreſs that which is the procuring 
cauſe of them. But on the other hand, your honeſt Endeavours to 
ſuppreſs Vice and Immoralitie, will yield you great peace when ye look 
back upon your way; and eſpeciallie in a day of diſtreſs, or in a dy- 
ing Hour, when peace will be of more value to you than ten thouſand 
Worlds could be. . | 
3. Your bone fi Endeavours for reforming the Mamors of People, will pre- 
vent a ſad Account, when God cometh to reckon with jon. There is a day 
of reckoning coming, Rom. 14. 12. Every one of us ſhall give account of 
himſelf to God. The time will come when GOD will ſay to you, Como 
give an account ef your Stewardſhip: and then ye muſt compt and reckon 
to GOD, how ye have imployed the Advantages and Opportunities 


= Put in your hand,for ſupprefling Vice and Prophaneneſs. Such As van- 


= tages and Opportunities are Talents entruſted to you; and if ye lay 


up your Talent in a Napkin, GOD will deal with, you as unprofitable 


Servants, - But your Diligence, Zeal and Faithfulneſs, in this great and 
noble Work, will come to a good Accompt, on chat day when ye ſhall 
appear before the Judgment ſeat of CHRIST. : 1 
4. Your boneſt Endeavours in this glorious work will be honnourably rewarded 
And that, —.— 5 

[I. J Þ this life. Your zealous appearance and actinꝑs for the Ho. 
nour and Glory of GOD againſt open Vice, is the way to promote your 


own Intereſt, and to bring a Bleſſing on your ſelves, your Families, and 
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your Poſteritie that comes after you. When Pbinebas, in his zeal a- 


BM gy abominable Uncleanneſs, ſlew Zimri and Cozbe in the act of 


ickedneſs, GOD promiſed a great Blefling to his Familie and to his 
feed after him: Numb. 25, 12, 13. Behold, I give unte him my Covenant 


of peace: And be ſhall have it, and bis ſeed after bim, even the Covenam of 


en everlaſting Plieſthood; becgaſe be was zealous fer bis GOP, and made an 
1 vas xcal his GO] _ 
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a And Refi ming #he Viezous, © 1 
Attonement for the Children of Iſrael, GOD may procure you publick J 
viſible Honour, even in this World. 1 Sam. 2. 8 Ibem that honout | 
me, I will honour. In the ſecond Commandment, 9 
ſhew mercy to the future Generations of them that love him; And ye 
cannot better expreſs your Love to GOD, than by endeavouring to 
your power and capacity, to ſuppreſs fin which is fo contrary to his 
Honour and Glory. = 
[ 2. ] In the life to come. GOD will beſtow upon you an honourable ? 
and eternal Reward. He will not faill to reward the honeſt ſervices 17 
of his faithful Servants, 7obn 12. 26. If any man ſerve we, let him follow 
me, and where I am, there ſhall alſo my ſervant bes How ſweet will it be, 
when ye ſhall hear that bleſſed Sentence, Matth. 25. 23. Well done good 
and faithful ſervant, theu baſt been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee Ruler over many things, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, 
( 5. ) Conſider the great Evil of negle&ing this neceſſary and noble duty. 
I had occaſion already to ſpeak ſome things to this purpoſe ; I ſhall 
now add two or three 2 more. ä Ry” 
1. If ye negle& the uſe of proper Means for ſuppreſſing ſin, then ye 
come ſhort in giving neerſſary proof and Evidence of theſe Graces that are eſſential to 
true Chriftianity : ſuch as, Zeal for GOD, Love to Souls, a true hatred of and 
ſorrow for Sin. Your neglect obduty in this Matter, will refute all the 
other ſeeming Evidences that ye can give of theſe Graces. Particular- 
ly, if ye be careleſs and negligent of this great Work and Duty. Then, 
. | Ye give no ſufficient proof of your Zeal for GOD. If ye do not op- 
pole your ſelves with vigour and earneſtneſs, to abounding Vice and 


OD promiſeth to 


Prophaneneſs, whereby GOD is ſo much diſhonoured, then where is a 


your zeal for him? Ye.ſay, ye are zealous for GOD# Why? Be- 


cauſe ye lay out your ſelves for maintaining and ſupporting the G. 
vernment and Diſcipline of his Houſe. But this will be no ſufficient . } 


Evidence of it, ſo long as ye ſuffer that, the ſuppreſſing and curbing 
_ whereof is the great End of Church Diſcipline. How can ye ſay, ye 
are zealous for GOD; when ye can ſee or hear his Holy Name pro- 
phaned, and His Glory trampled under Foot, withoutany juſt Reſent- 
ment of che Affront and Injurie ? | n 

[z. ] Yr give no ſufficient proof of your Love to Souls, Ye ſay, that ye 
love your Neighbours,and that they are dear to you: But what Evidence 
do ye give of a true Love to their Souls? Ye ſay, ye wiſh their ouls 
well, and pray for them: but all this is no ſufficient proof of true Love, fo 
long as ye ſuffer them to go en in a Soul-deſtroying Courſe. How 
can ye fay, ye love them; when ye can let them lie ſtill in ſuch dan- 


gers, for fear of offending or troubling them? Rather than gain their 
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ill - will, ye can let them ruine their Sonls eternallie. 1 855 
Iz. ] Te give no ſufficint proof of a true hatred of, and ſorrow for Sin. Ye 
E fay, that ye hate Sin, and that it is grievous to you: but whencedoth 
= that appear? It may be, ye pray ſometimes againſt it, and there is 
* ſome ſtriving againſt it, and ye oppoſe it in others by ſome mild and 
gentle-Reproofs- But a true Hatred and deep ſorrow for Sin, will put 
People upon earneſt and vigorous Endeavours after its utter Ruine and 
Extirpation: Therefore, if there be not earneſt Endeavours in your 
Place and Station to ſuppreſs Sin, ye give no Evidence of a true Hatred 
of it or ſorrow for it. 

2. It ye neglect the uſe of proper Means fot ſuppreſſing Sin, then Vice 
and Prophaneneſs will abound more and more. Ill Weeds grow a pace, withs 
out any Labour or pains taken on them. There 15 great Difficultie in- 
deed in promoting a Reformation of Manners among People: This 
coſts much labour and pains taking ; Becauſe then we labour againſt 
eorrupt Nature. But Vice and Prophaneneſs need no Endeavours or 
Encouragemants to promote them : letthem alone, and they will grow 
and ſpread of their own accord. Satan himſelf might ſpare his pains 
in tempting Sinners ; let them alone, and they will grow wicked and 
prophane enough of themſelves. Sin is like a Fire in a Town; if it be 
- but let alone, then it will proceed from Houſe to Houſe, till it hath 
ruined all that is within its reach. So, one Sinner deſtroyeth much good. 
Eccleſ. 9, 18. Becauſe, by his corrupt Counſels and Examples, he en- 
ticeth and perſwadeth others to run with him to the ſame exceſs of 
Riot. Whence is it that Prophaneneſs hath come to ſuch a height in 
this Generation? It is for want of carneft and zealous Endeavours 
to ſuppreſs it, Andif GOD do not awaken us to our Dutie ; if we let 
Sin alone, or ſatisſie our ſelves with ſome careleſs and ſight Endeg- 
vours againſt it, then it will grow more and more. 

3. The neglect of proper Means for Juppreſiug Sin, will haſten Fudgment. 1 
am perſwaded, that {cingGOD is pleaſed to give us ſuch excellent Advan-· 
tages and Opportunities for ſuppreſſing Prophanenels and Immoralitie, 
if we ſlight ſuch Advantages and opportunities when GOD puts them 
in our Hand, this will haſten the Wrath and Judgments of GOD upon 
the Nation, and upon the {ates we live in; And GOD may in 
his juſt Judgment deprive us of all ſuch Advantages and Opportunities 
in a little Time, and never give us the like again. © MAN 

Well then, be intreated to make it your ſerious and concerning Bu- 
ſineſs to reform the Manners of the People, to reclaim Sinners, and to 
ſuppreſs Vice and Prophaneneſs, eſpecially in the place where ye live, 


that 
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| And Reforms the Vicious, nn 
that T might through grace prevail with you in this matter, © 
I know, that the corrupt Hearts of Men, are apt to ohje&t a great 
many Things, againſt this noble and neceſſarie Duiic. I have. upon 
the matter obviated ſome Objections alreadie, when I gave you the 

Cauſes of the negle& of chis Dutie, and when I ſpoke of the Motives 3 
to excite you to it; I ſhallnow anſwer a few more; becauſe Satan is 
very buſie in this juncture, by raiſing Objections, to obſtruct and ſtifle Ki 
all honeſt and zealous Endeavours in this glorious Work. | 

Object. x. Some of you may readilie pretend, that if ye tnt 
beftirr your ſelves, and become active Infruments in ſuch. @ Work, then ye will 
be reckoned diſturbers of the Peace. | 

I Anſ. 1. There is a falſe Peace in which People pleaſe themſelves; 
A peace in ſin, and a peace with fin, Every Chriſtian is bound, by the 
royal Law of Charity, to diſturb ſuch a peace as this, that People may 
not go ſleeping in to Hell. 

2. As to Peace between Man and Man. We ought indeed to pre- 
ſerve and maintain it by all lawful Means. Yet this peace may be 
broken in GODS Quarrel. See how the Apoſtle exhorts to peace, 
Rom. 12. 17, 18.,—Provide things honeft in the ſight of all Men. If it 
be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, Live peaceably with all Men, Where he 
exhorts us abſolutely to provide things Honeſt ; But to live peaceablie 
with Men, only if it be posſtble, and as much as lieth in us. Importing, 
that ſometimes it is not poſſible for Chriſtians to live peaceablie with 
Men, and keep a good Conſcience alſo, Hence the Apeſle exhorts, 
Heb. 12. 14. Fellow peace with all men, and Holineſs, * We muſt follow 
peace with Men, ſo far as is conſiſtent with Holineſs. We muſt not F 
make Shipwrack of a good Conſcience, to maintain peace with Men. 
We mult follow peace, but we muſt follow Holineſs alſo: We muſt 
follow peace, and yer ſtrive againſt Sin, not only in our ſelves, but 
in others. In ſeeking and maintaining peace with Men,we muſt not be 
at peace with their Vices,nor connive at their Faults. Peace with Men is 
dear bought, when ye muſt have War with GOD. 1 

Object. 2d. If we ſet about ſuch Work as this, this we ſhal be Reproached, 
Taunted and Scorned, and be expoſed to much Shame and Diſgrace from Pro- 
Phane and Vicious Perſons. 8 

Anſw. 1. It is 4 great Honour to ſuffer ſhame, in the Cauſe and Quarrel ef 
GOD. The ApeFiles, Acts 5, 41. rejoyced that they were compted worthy 
to ſuffer ſhame for His Name. When ye appear againſt open Prophan- 
nels and Ungodlineſs, and act Zealouſlic for the Ruine of the King- 
dom of Sin and Satan, then ye appear and act in the Cauſe of GOD; 
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Or that there were many among us of Moſes his Temper, Heb, 11. 26. 
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Maif inſo doing ye ſuffer Shame, ye ſhould 


accompt it your Honour. 


- 


Hie eſteemed the Reproach of CHRIST greater Riches than the Treaſures in 
E Egypt: Reproach for GOD and CHRIST's fake, is enough to downs 
weigh all the Treaſures in the World. | 
2. Warldly praiſe and glory is but @ tranſitory thing. Within a little, the 
higheſt will be levelled with the loweſt. Ir will not be long, when 
your corruptible Fleſh will be turned into Stench and Rottenneſs, tho 
now it would ſeem brave and lordlie. 

3. Shame for GOD will end in Glory. There is a time when GOD 
will bring you into Requeſt again, Pſal. 37. 6. And he ſhal bring forth. 
thy Righteouſneſs as the Light, and thy Judgment as the noon day, There is 
a Reſurrection of Names, as well as of Perfons, Your Credit will be 
revived again, either in this World, or at leaft in the World to come. 
Ye ſhall be glorious, thoughnow ye may be contemptible, 

4. Chriſt ſuffered far more ſhame for you, if ye belong to Him. He was 
a reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the People. He was deſpiſed and rejected of 
men. He bid not his Face from ſhame and ſpitting. Oh then, be aſhamed 
of your ſoftneſs, that ye cannot endure a diſgraceful Word for 
Him. | 

F. It is true Fortitude, to deſpiſe ſhame in the Cauſe of GOD. Xe would all 
be accompted Men of Spirit, and Men of Courage: Ye cannot give 
- _ Evidence of this, than when ye. can endure Contempt for 

Well then, let not the ſhame of the World quench or ſtifle your En- 
deavours toſuppreſs Sin. Take heed, leſt by reſiſting an imaginary ſhame, 
ye fall into an eternal Reproach, : 
Object. 3d. But if we engage in this Work in earneſt; If when we bear 
our Neighbours Curſe or Swear, or are witneſies td other Vices committed by 
them, we ſhal then inform the Magifirat or the Church againſt them; Then we 
ſhal be ſure to gain their hatred and il. ill. ä N 

Anſw, It is indeed a great Blefing to be in reſpect with Men, 
upon good Terms. It is la of our bleſſed LORD, Luk. 2. f 2. that 
he increaſed =n==—=in favour with GOD. and men. It is very deſirable to 
have the Favour of Men, when we can have it without making a 
Breach with GOD. But when Men will not be pleaſed, unleſs we 
. offend GOD, then we muſt be content to take the Worlds Feed upon 
us: For, to be careleſs in our Duty to GOD, for fear of hatred or 
il- will from our Neighbours,” is a great Evil. For, 


I. It is an Argument you bave no Love to GOD, or at leaſt none in Exerciſe, 
For, a ſincere and fervent Love to GOD, would ſweetly conſtrain you 
| TM _ 


Au Nami ide Views. „ 

to Duty, and eaſfly overpower all the hatred and il. will of bad N Fa 

2. It is to prefer the Favour of Men, to the Favour ef the Grat Eterhal 

GOD. And O, if ye knew or pondered the Worth of GODS-Fayourg 

ye would not hazard the loſs of it for the Favour of the greateſt King 

and Princes in the World. | St 52 
3. It is to accompt that a Trouble, which ye ſhogld accompt a Priviledge. i 


It is a Priviledge to be Worthy ofthe Worlds Hitred; Fob. 15. 19. 
ge were of the world, the world would love his own : But becauſe ye are not e 
of the world, but I have choſen you out of the world, therefore the world hate 
you. It is the common lot of all the Godly, to be hated of the Wicked 
World: Therefore if ungodly Men hate you for your Zeal againſt 
Vice and Prophanneſs ; Ye have much cauſe to be thankful, but no 
cCauſe to be diſcouraged. I am Proud, ſaid Luther, becauſe I bear I baus 

an ill Name among bad Men. And Ferom ſaid, Ille GOD that I am worth 


of the Worlds batred, | 3 
Object. 4. But we have great oppoſition to wreFile with, and tbat is agreal Þ 
Di#ſcouragement. | | * 


Anſw. 1. True Zeal is enflamed by oppoſition: The oppoſition of wie · 4 , 


ked Men, ſhould make you the more Couragious ; as the caſting on of Mi 
Water makes the Lime to burn. For then it cometh to a plain conteſt, Þ} 
who ſhall have the better, GOD or the Devil ; Therefore, ye ſhould. 
diſcover that greater is be that is in you, than be that is in the World. 
If the Force of Oppoſition be great, the Force of your Zeal ſhould e 
the greater 3 That ye may ſtane and appear for GOD, though ye ſhould 
do it alone, as Eliab did. | ">. _ 
2. Your holy Zeal will leſſen Oppoſition. Though Oppoſition may be 
great at firſt; yet the more your Zealous endeavours be engaged in 
this noble Work, the oppoſition will ſtill be the leſs. Your undaunted 
Zeal an Courage will diſcourage all Oppeſers, and engage GOD on 
your ſide. 55 . x 20 
III. I ſhall in the third place ſhew you, in what way and manner we 
muſt go about this great and good Work, of reforming Sinners, and ſuppreſſing - Þ 
Vice and Immorality. 5 5 55 1 
( x, ) This Work muſt be gone about ſpeedily and without delay. Some 
of you perhaps have a liking to this Work, and reſolve to ſet about its + 
But your deceitful Hearts ſuggeſt, that ye muſt wait a fitter Opportu- 
nity. But if ye neglect the preſent Opportunity, that GOD offers, ye 
may never have the like again. Alas, this good Work hath already 
been too long delayed. How much Sin and Wickedneſs hath been 
Committed, to the diſhonour 1 88 the ſcandal of Religion, and 
"Hed the 
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Eche Ruine of many Souls, which might (through the bleſſing of GOD ) 
© have been prevented, by your means; Conſider, | — 8780 
£ [ I, ] Thereis preſent need of your ſincere and zealous Endeavours to ſup- 
© preſs Sim; Oh, is there not need, when there are multicudes poſtin 
to Hell by Sin and Wickedneſs, and doing what they can to pull down 
the Wrath of GOD upon the Nation, and upon the place we live 
r r "Ne I 
I 2. l This Duty is Preſently prafticable. Bleſſed be GOD, we have 
already ſome Experience, to prove that much might be done to good 
EF purpoſe in this good Work, if we would beſtir our ſelves, and improve 
the Opportunity GOD puts in our Hand. When an Opportunity is 
offered, your Duty to GOD, and'to the Nation, and to the Souls of 
People, admits not of one moments delay.  _ FH, 
[ 3. |] There is great ſin in putting off this Duty. When GOD calls to 
any Bars” and gives us ſpecial Opportunities for the performance 
thereof; It is a great fin to ſhift it, and to neglect the Opportunity 
be gives, though it were but for a little time. The neglect and omi- 
& flion of this Duty heretofore, was more excuſable; than it can be now, 
When Calls to it and Opportunities for it are ſo many. Again, by 
delaying ye will involve your ſelves in the Guilt of theſe Sins, which ye 
E -might and ought to have ſuppreſſed in the mean time. 

Y f 4. ] Delays are very Dangerous. For GOD may juſtly deny any 
further Opportunities, if this preſent Opportunity be neglected. And 
then, heavy Judgments may ſuddenly ſurpriſe us. Ye may delay too 
long, till GODS Fury break out like Fire, and burn that none can 
ky quench it, The preſent Dangers that threaten the Nation, and the 
place we Live in, for abounding Sin and Prophanneſs, call for your 
ſpeedy endeavours to promote a Reformation. 
E ( 2.) This Work muſt be gone about Yigorosſly and Earneſtly, 
E Eccleſ. 9. 10. Mhatſoever thy Hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. And 
remember what is ſaid in Ferem. 48. 10. Curſed be he that doth the Work 
„ the LORD deceitfully, Or negligently; As the Word may be rendred, 
F Seing it is plainly evident, that this is a fit ſeaſon, for making an Aſ- 
fault againſt the ſtrong-holds of the Kingdom of Satan; let us not be 
EF floathful in the Work of the LORD; But let us pull our Hands out 
ol our Boſoms, that the utmoſt of our ability may be employed in pro- 
ſecuting this good Deſign. The Work is ſo truly Honourable and Glo- 
rious, that each of you ſhould ſtrive to outſtrip another: Yea, there 
& ought to be a holy Emulation, to ſet your ſelves even in the Front of 
the Battel, that ye may have occaſion to quit your ſelves like Men for 
ob. This noble Work hath been long ſhamefully neglected; There; 


fore 
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fore let us run faſt, that we may redeem the wofull loſs of time. Your "i 
greateſt Vigour and Fervour will be little enough, ſeing Wickedneſs; i 
is grown ſo headſtrong that it will not be eaſily ſuppreſſed. A few. 
flight Endeavours will not ſerve the Turn. Difficulties are ſo many,” 3 
and Oppoſition that may be made fo great, that nothing will be done to 
purpoſe, unleſs ye ſet to it with all your might and vigour, 

( 3. ) Ye muſt ſet about this Work Willingly and Cheerfully, andnot 
by Conſtraint. God loves a chearful Giver ; not only in acts of Charity, 
but in every piece of Service that is offered to Him. Indeed, it ſhould - F 
be matter of grief to you, to have ſo much Cauſe and Occaſion of ap- | 
pearing againſt the Kingdom of Satan: But, though abounding Vice 
and Prophanneſs ſhould be matter of grief to you; Yetye ſhould. 
cheerfullie offer your Service to GOD and your Generation, for the i 
ſuppreſſing thereof. Many muſt be drawn to this Work. They are 
moſt averſe to employ their Endeavours this way: It goes againſt tage 
Hair with them. All they do in this matter muſt be extorted from 
8 But in this caſe, nothing you do is acceptable Service to 
(4. ) Ye muſt ſet about this Work Reſolutely ; as being reſolved / 
upon all Adventures, and againſt all Difficulties and Oppoſition what- 
oever. Ye muſt not be indifferent in this matter; But be fullie 
reſolved for GOD and His Glorie, in this good Work that he puts in 
your Hand. Much holy Reſolution will prevent Uncertainty of Spirit, & 
fortifie you againſt all Temptations and Difficulties that can come in 
your way. Till ye have a fixed purpoſe of Heart, and be fullie ſetto 4 
bear down Sin, ye lie open to many Temptations to ſlacken your En- 
deavours. So long as ye halt between two, Satan hath you at a great 
Advantage. But when ye come to a full Reſolution, how will this 
ſettle your changeable Heart? A reſolved Chriſtian encounters 
Temptations, and makes them flee back like Balls thrown againſt the 
Wall. If he be Reproached, Taunted or Scorned, he will ſay with 
David, I will yes be more wile for God. If he meet with ſhame from 
Men, he ſcorns to be ſo baſe and cowardly as to flench from his Duty 
upon any ſuch accompt. = | 

( 5. ) Set about this Work Couragiouſly. Dangers mult be deſpiſed, 
Difficultizs, overcome, and Fears vanquiſhed ; Therefore Chriſtian 
Courage, and Fortitude muit be put en. This Chriſtian Courage 
doth well become all the Souldiers of JESUS CHRIST: And it is 
moſt neceſſary for you, to ſtrengthen you againſt all Difficulties and 
Incumberances in the way of your Duty, and to bear you up againſt 
allDangers. If you be of a cowardlie and faint Spixit, then the Dit 
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Wat Oppoſition ye may meet Eu Sj eaſilie quench all honeſt 
iin this good Work. But holie Courage will make you of 
ee ted Spirit: It will arm your minds againſt all the Terrours 
eea and Devils, and lift up your Hearts above the hopes and fears 
iis preſent World. : 5 8 
( 6.) Go about this Work Impartially, Ye muſt ſet your ſelves to 
B=Tupprefs Vice and Prophanneſs, in great Men, tas well as in mean Men; 
And in your own Friends, Relations and Acquaintances, as well as in 
= choſe that are Strangers to you. Many of you would be content to 
BP fſapprefs Sin, by all proper Means, in ſuch as are Strangers to you; But 
E ye would have a different Courſe and Method taken with your own 
Friends and Acquaintances. If ye reprove them, that is all : But 
though they be prophane, and obitinate in Sin; yet ye are moſt averſe 
to inform againſt them, either before the Magiſtrat, or before the 
Church. Yea, ye are fo byaſſed by your Affection to them, that ye 
plead for an Exemption to them, both from civil Puniſhment,and from 
Church-Cenſure, though they well deſerve both. Bur by this Means, 
ye diſcover a great deal of Partialitie in the Cauſe of GOD, and much 
fond Love and Affection · Ye Love your Friends and Relations to their 
Ruin, when ye plead for an Exemption to them from any of theſe 
Means that GOD hath appointed for their Recoverie from their perni. 
cious Courſes, Remember, that the nearer any be to you, and the 
more ye are bound to them by natural or civil Obligations, ye have the 
more occaſion to diſcover your Zeal for GOD, and to gain true Honour 
co your ſelves, by promoving the Execution of the Laws, and the ex- 
erciſe of Church-Diſcipline againſt them, when privat Means prove 
ineffectual for their Recovery from Vice and Prophannelſs. | 
(.) Ye muſt go about this Work Prudently. Chriſtian prudence 
s very conſiſtent with holy Zeal: Yea, Zeal without prudence, is not 
bf the rightſtamp. 3 
'B There is indeed a carnal Wiſdom, which makes many ſhift their 
Duty, in caſe of Danger, Trouble or Difficultie. When your Neigh- 
bours are prophaning the bleſſed Name of GOD, and diſhonouring 
Him by Sin; Many of you think it Wiſdom, to let them alone, and 
not to medle with them, leſt ye gain their il-will, or bring trouble 
= upon your ſelves. And when ye hear them Curling or Swearing ; 
= rc think it Wiſdom, to run out of the way, or retire to ſome Corner, 
ebe called to bear witneſs againſt them. But this is a Dev3/liſ 
1 4725 „„ Fam. 3. 15. It is a Wiſdom for the ſupport of the Kingdom 
an * But there is a lawful and commendable prudence, which a by 
1 — 5 TT | | 2 
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Times and Places: Eſpecially by privat Chriſtians, acting in a priva- ⁶ 
Capacity. And there is great Prudence to be uſed, in the Application i 
of proper Means for reclaiming Offenders, and in the way and man- 
ner of dealing with them. Fooliſh Raſhnefs, and impudent Forward- 
neſs, may do much hurt, and may give great Advaatage to ſuch as are 
Enemies to this noble Work and Deſign. | - 4 
'( 8 ) This Work muſt be gone about Meekly ; with much holy XJ 
Chriſtian Meekneſs, and not in Wrath and paſſion. It is true, its our 
Duty to be angry at ſin. Eph. 4. 26. Be ye angry, and fis not. There 
is a holy Anger and Indignation to be vented againſt Sin, when ye are 
imployed in the Suppreſſion thereof, and in reforming Sinners: But 
ye muſt not give way to immoderate Anger, and unruly Paſſions. Wrath 
and Pafſion is very inconfiſtent with the holy Religion which ye pro- 
feſs. The Chriſtian Religion is of all other Religions the meekeſt and 
moſt humble: And ſhall a meek Religion be propogated by unruly 
Paſſions, and the GOD of Peace be ſerved with wrathful Affection? 
- GOD forbid. Michael durſt not bring a railing Accuſation againſt the | 
worſt of Enemies, though in the beſt Cauſe Jude 9. GOD ſtands in no 
need of your unruly paflions, for bringing down the Kingdom of Satan,. 
Therefore in ſetting your ſelves to ſuppreſs Vice and Prophaneneſs, ye 
muſt ſo mind the glory of GOD, as ye may alſo pittie poor Sinners who | 


are enſnared by the Devil and their own Luſts, - 4+ 
(9) Ye mult go about this Work faithfully ; and your Faithfulneſs 
muſt appear 2 5 on 1 
1. In employing alli qour Talents this way. Conſider how much e 
are entruſted with; your Parts and Abilities; your Gifts and 1 
Enduements; your Time and Strength z your Wealth and Eſtate yx Wb 
your Power and Authoritie over others, whether in a more publick, f 
in a more private Station; The Weight, Incereit and Eſteem ye have "i 
with others. All theſe are Talents entruſted to you; And all muſt h 
employed againſt the Kingdom of Sin and Satan, as ye are eallens 
thereunto. Ye who have Money, muſt be content to be at Chan 
and Expenſe, if the ſame ſhall be found neceſſary to promote this ann 
and good Work, Ye muſt not neglect the uſe of any of your Taken 
Though he had but one Talent, it muſt not be hid or laid ug 
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X Diſcourſedf ſuppreing Vice, 


= 2 il your Talents ace given you to profice wichall, to fit you for 
in; GOD and ſerving your Generation; Therefore the meaneſt 
er not ly idle. 8 | 


. [7 watching and layin hold upon all Occaſions and O- ortunities 
for employing .. ** muſt 3 Opportunities. * is ſaid 
32. 8. The Liberal deviſeth liberal things. i. e. He deviſeth and ſtu- 
diech to find out Opportunities for the Exerciſe of his Liberalitie. So, 
Ve muſt ſtudie and ſeek for Opportunities, for employing your Talents 
E againſt abounding Prophaneneſs and Ungodlineſs : And ye muſt 
© cheerfullie lay hold upon every Opportunitie, that GOD puts in your 

Hand; Elſe ye are not faithfull. | 7 06 BS 
3 In being Laborious and diligent proportionably to the Talents ye have 
received, and the Opportunities ye have fer uſing them, It is not enough 
that ye do as much as others do; But if your Talents be greater, and 
your Opportunities more, then your Improvement muſt be the greater. 
For, to whomſoever much is given, of them much will be required. If you 
have greater and more excellent Gifts andEnduements than others have, 
or more Time, or more Power and Authority over others, or more e- 
ſteem among your Neighbours, or greater Wealth ; And if ye have more 
Opportunities for acting than others have; Taen GOD expects that 
ye ſhould do the more, for ſupprefling Vice, and ruining Satans King- 
dom. GOD will accept of that from others, that he will not accept of 


from you. | 
(10) And Laſly. Ye muſt go about this Werk unweariedly. Many 


*ſeem to ſet out fairlie ; But they ſoon tire and Wearie,when they meet 
with Diſcouragements, Difficulties or Oppoſition in their way. But ye 
muſt hold on without wearying, if he would do any thing to purpoſe, 

or approve your ſelves unto God. GOD forbid that any of you who have, 
put your hand to this good Work, and have begun ſo well ſhould weary, 
and yeild to Oppoſition or Difficulties ye meet with. Galat. 6.9. And 
i let wi not be weary in wel doing 5 For in due Seaſon we ſhall reap, if WE faint 
vt. Rev. 2. 10, Be thou faithful unto death, and 1 will give thee aGrown 

| of Life. Your Labour hicherto will be loſt, if now ye give over, O, 
tale beed that ye loſe not the things that ye have wrought, 2 Job. v. 8. 
IV. In the 4th place, I ſhall give ſome Means how to get your heart en“ 
= gagedtothis noble Work & duty. We may eaſilie obſerve what averſeneſs 
ere is in People to comply with it. O what Backdrawing of Heart | 
Where? How hardly are we perſwaded to do any thing in earneſt, 
WS: ſuppreſſing Vice, and reforming vicious Perſons ? Therefore for 

| ging your Heart to this noble Duty, I recommend, 
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| uind Reforming the Vieiow, 
( 1 ) I recommend ſome Graces, And obſerve it, that the Graces 


* TH 


ſhall mention are neceſſary, not only to engage your heart in this good 
Work, but alſo in order to the right managment thereof. as 


1. A fervent Zeal for GOD and hi; Glory. The truth is, this is not pro- 
perly a diſtin& Grace, but the height of everie Grace. Love in the 
height of it; &defire in the height of it; and holy Grief and Indigna- 
tion in the height of it. I: is a high ſtrain, of ali the Actions, whereby Mi 


they are ſcrewed up to & bigh pitch, for promoting the Glory and honcur f GOD 


This will excellently prompt you to and fit you for this noble piece of. 
| ſervice to GOD, which Iam now calling you to. Zeal is an excellent 
thing It hath many excellent properties. It ſeeks GOD's Honour more 
than its own ; It will make you cold in your own Cauſe, and hot in 

the Cauſe of GOD. It is very liberal; It will make you think all you 
can do for GOD, to be but little. It is coſtlie and chargeable : It will 

make you ſpare neither pains norExpence,for promoving the Glorie of 
God, and ſuppreſſing fin which is ſo contrary thereunto. It is ready 
and forward for Action; It will make you glad of an Opportunitie to 


bear down Sin. When once your hearts are touched with a Coal from 


GOD's Altar; O how forward will ye be, like Iſaiah 1/a.'6, Here am I 


ſays he, ſend me. It is enflamed by oppoſition : The Oppoſition of wicked 
Men makes it ſparkle the more. O then, get much Zeal for GOD. Lou 
may poſſiblie engage in this good Work of ſuppreſſing Vice, from other 


Principles and Motives; But if Zeal for GODdo not put you to it, you : 


will not long hold out. 
2. A holy Fear of GOD. This is alſo an excellent Grace. As it is a 


Bridle of Sin, ſo it is a notable Bond of Dutie. And it is eſpecially 


neceſſarie to put you upon theſe Duties that have moſt difficultie in 
them, and moſt Hazard attending them, and have in them the greateſt 
contrariety to your carnal and worldly Intereſts, This holy Fear of 


GOD, would enflame your Zeal and Courage for GOD. That which 


marreth Zeal and Courage is the fear of Man; but a holy Fear of GOD 
is an excellent Antidote againſt it. Therefore the LORD preſcribes 
this Remedie, Ja. 8. 12, 13. Say ye not, A Confederacy, to all them to 
whom this People ſhall ſay, A Confederacy: neither fear ye their Fear, nor 


be afraid. Santtifie the LORD of boſts himſelf, and let him be your Fear, and 3 
let bim be your Dread, And Mat. To. 28. Fear net them whi:h kill the Body, 


but are not able to kill the Seul: but rather fear bim who is able to deſtroy beth 


Soul aud Body in Hell This holy Fear will make you ſtraight for GOD 2 l 
under all Temptations to the contrary. When Difficulties and Nou- 
bles, Shame and Contempt, Hatred and IIl-will from bad Neighbours, 
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ia che way of Dutie; yet a deep impreſſion of the ges 

. e of GOD upon your Heart, will carry the cauſe clearlie 
* Ir 8 N hap x | : . 
J. Much Love to, and 1 rt upon Souls, What would ye not do 
for ſaving poor periſhing Souls, if ye loved them well, and had bowels 
of chriſtian pity and. compaſſion? Conſider how precious the Souls 
of your Neighbours are. One Soul is of more worth and' value than a 
whole World. Conſider what a dear Price was payed for Souls. No- 
ing in Heaven or Earth, was of that worth and value to be a Price 
EF for Souls, fave only the precious Blood of the eternal Son of GOD, 
tE Conſider what inexpreſſible Miſeries Sinners are in danger of by Sin, 
Et Oh! Can ye ſee them murthering and damning their own Souls, and 
yet not pity them? Can ye ſee them eſnared by the Devil, and yet do 
nothing in earneſt for their Recovery? If ye had a true Love to their 
Souls, ye would ſpare neither Pains nor Expence, and ye would ſcorn 
all the Reproach and Contempt, and Ill-will from Men, that ye could 
meet with, ſo ye might fave their Souls from death. Ye will run 
great Hazards to preſerve their temporal Life, eſpecially if they be 
near and dear to you: And would ye not run far greater Hazards to 
keep them out of Hell, if ye had atrue Love to their Souls ? 

4. Holy mourning for theſe Sins and Vices that abound inthe Time and Place 
wherein 3e live. Many of you are careleſs of bearing down Sin, be- 
© cauſe it was never burdenſome to your Souls: ye let fin alone, though 
it abound verie much; Becauſe it never troubles you. But, O how 
& earneſt would ye be to ſuppreſs ſin, if once it were matter of grief to 
EF your Souls ? We read Ezra 9. of his grief and mourning for the fins 
of the People; And that made him ſo reſolute and forward in the Re- 
formation deſcribed in the next Chapter. We cannot but ſeek a Re- 
I dreſs of theſe Evils that are burdenſome to our Souls. The Apoſtle 
I ſpeaking to the Corinthians of their ſorrow and mourning for the vile 
Wickedneſs committed among them, ſayes, 2 Cor. 7. 10. Behold what 
lo carefulneſs it wrought in yow. Till they mourned, they neglected the 
Diſcipline of the Church, and ſuffered abominable Inceſt to paſs with. _ 
cout Cenſure: But when that Wickedneſs became matter of grief to 
them, then they were careful to have it purged out, When ye are grieved 
at the Heart for the Abominations that abound amongſt youz O, what 
care and zeal and diligence will there be, to have them ſuppreſſed? 
1. 4 deep hatred of Sin, This is the true Principle of Reſiſtance a- 
gainſt, and Oppoſition to ſin, both in your ſelves and others, Till you 
WW hace fin, you will never be truly ſet againſt it. This draws on the Soul 


Ko 2 holy indignation againſt ſins A true hatred of fin is an 233 
TW © oak od cilable 
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cilable and active Enmity againſt it; yea, ſuch an Fand 8 


9 


the utter Ruine and Extirpation of ſin, to have it defrag 
Branch. When once ye hate fin as ſin, as it is diſhonourable fa GoOnl 
and contratie to his holie, Will and Nature; Then ye. will purtve Yu 
withvigour and Earneſtneſs. This Affe cticn will notablie engage you in 
waring againſt Sin, See this in the Pſalmiſt, Pal, ron. z, and alt, 'Y 
hate the work of them: that turn aſide ; it ſhall not cleave to me. I will. early; i 
deſtroy all the wicked of the Land, that 1 may cut off all evil Doers from vhe. 
City of the LORD. | ; 2 
(2: ) I recommend ſome Duties, for engaging your Hearts to this 
1 and good Work, of ſuppreſſing Vice, and reforming the Vicious. 
3 


I. Get and keep your Hearts under the Conviction of the Indiſpenſibleneſs ＋ this 
Duty. Pofliblie, ſome of you are in doubt whether this be your dutie or 
not, to reprove fin when ye ſee or hear it committed, to inform as 
gainſt the Propane and Vicious, and to bear witneſs againſt them 
when lawfullie called thereunto. But I have proven this to be your 
Dutie, both from Scripture and Reaſon. Therefore labour to be clear 
in this Matter; and to get your Conſcience fullie ſatisfied, as to all 
theſe Objections and Scruples which your corrupt Hearts ſtart againſt 
it, If ye be in doubt about your dutie in this Matter, and yet are at 
no pains to get your Conſcience cleared and informed; Then GOD 
will charge you with a wilful negle& of Dutie. Therefore labour to 
win to clearneſs in this: And then begcareful to keep your Heart al= 1! 
ways under the freſh Conviction, that this is indeed your Dutie; that 
ſo your Conſcience may ly under the aw of this Convickion, and the 
aw of GOD'S Authoritie For a well informed Conſcience is inGOD'S$ © 
ſtead to you, and GOD'S Deputy within you. - 
2. Labour to get and preſerve right Notions of the great Evil of Sin. Many | 
of you have ſlight Thoughts of Sin ; ye look upon it to be but a ſmall | 
Matter: Therefore ye do nothing againſt it, or do but ſtroke. it with *? 
a gentle Cenſure. Bur when once your Conſcience is awakened, and 
your Eyes opened, ſin will appear to be quite another thing than ien 
doth at preſent. Look upon fin in the Glaſs of theſe ſuddain and terrible 
Judgments thatGODhath ſometimes executed for ſin even in this World. 
Nadab and Abibu were conſumed with Fire from Heaven; The Eart t 
opened her Mouth, and ſwallowed up Karah and his Companie ; GOD - 
rained Hell out of Heaven upon Sodom. And GOD hath ſometimes 1 
executed great Wrath, even for ſins that many of y, would lfave 
counted but ſmall. Uxxah was ſmitten dead, becauſe he took hold 

the Ark when the Oxen ſhookit ; 4 GOD ſmote fifty The ane *M 
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. 15 excite and ſtir up others, this is an excellent Mean to excite and 


ir up your ſelves ; and by rubing up the Spirits of others, ye whet 


e- 
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- reforming Sinners. Ye muſt all appear before the Tribu nal of C0 


plyance with it; O what Backdrawing of Heat. Therefore it is 


your Obligation thereto, may be made freſh and lively upon your ; 
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And then ye will be charged with this, that ye lived in an Age and 
Generation wherein Vice and Prophaneneſs did abound ; and ye WI 
be called to an account, what ye did for ſuppreſſing ſin, promoting 4 
the Glory of GOD, ruining Satans Kingdom, reforming and reclaims * 
ing of Sinners, and preventing the Wrath of GOD that was ready to fall 
upon the Nation wherein ye lived. Now, what anſwer will ye male 
to GOD then? Ye may eaſily find out ſhifts and Excuſes before men; * 
But what will ye anſwer to the great GOD on that day? O think up- 
on this frequently, deeply and ſeriouſly. This quickened the Apoftle 
to his Duty, 2. Cor. 5. 10. For we muſt all appear before the Fudgment- 
ſeat of CHRIST; That every one may receive the things done in his Body. 
— And then it follows v. 11. Knowing therefore the Terrour 7 
the LORD, we per ſwade men. | ug 
6. Be much in Prayer. It is GOD'S Work to incline your Hearts to 
any. Duty, Pal. 119. Incline my Heart unto thy Teflimonies, All the 
Means ye can uſe for bringing up your Hearts to this noble Dutie, will 
be in vain, unleſs GOD work upon your Hearts by his Grace and Spi- 
rit. But, O, happie they whoſe Hearts God hath touched, or ſhall * 
touch. Pray that GOD would pour out a Spirit of Love, of Zeal, of 
holy Boldneſs, Courage and Fortitude, upon you and others of his . 
People; and that he would Spirit and Animate you to this noble and 
neceſſary Dutie. Be often dealing with GOD for this by fervent 
Prayer. | | _— 
s Bind your ſelves to this Duty by ſolemn Vow. Indeed the caſe is very | 
weighty: it is a great and neceſlarie Dutie, and much called for in 
this juncture ; and yet there is much averſeneſs in People to a Com- 


neceſſary to bind your ſelves to it by a folemn Vow, that the ſenſe of - 


Hearts. Well then, ſet a part ſome time for this : And go to work. 
deliberatlie, count the Coſt ; and make GOD a large and liberal Als Vx 
lowance, Reckon aforehand upon Difficulties and:Dangers and Op- 
poſitions, upon Shame and Reproach, Hatred and Ill-will from bad 
Neighbours; That when ye meet with theſe things, ye may. not be 
ſurprized or diſcouraged by them. And in Vowing, entertain a holy. 
jealouſie of your own Hearts, and a deep ſenſe of your own Weaks Þ 
neſs. Do not rely upon your own ſtrength, but upon the Strength 4 
and Grace of CHRIST. 55 be” F 

V. In the laſt place, I ſhall give ſome Directions, for the right and [ute A 
cesful management of this great and goed Work, of ſuppreiſing Vice and refot= 
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JJ A Di{courſe of ſuppreang Vice, bs 
.in, Indeed. there is great difficultie in the right manage- 
e thereof. We may eaſilie miſcarry here; and Miſcarriages in this 
WF may be of verie bad Conſequence, What then ſhall we do, that we may 
3 nth e this Work moſt fuccesfullic, through the Bleſſing of GOD? I 
Bie t eſe following Directions. i CIC). 
Ct.) Get a right Frame of Heart» And here, beſide theſe Graces I 
ic mentioned as neceſſary, both for engaging your Hearts to this 
a ork, and for the right management thereof, I add theſe three 
things. 5 | 
WE - Nog Get à noble and generous Frames It is ſaid of the Bereans, Adds iy. 
11. that they were more noble than they of Tbeßalonica. There is a true 
W Chriſtian nobleneſs and generoſitie of Spirit, which is for great Actions, 
and higher and more noble Atchievments. When ye have a truly noble 
Fpirit, then ye will have noble Deſigns, for promoting the Glory of 
= GOD, for magnifying and exalting his Name, for advancing his King- 
Jom, and for ruiniag the Kingdom cf ſin and Satan. Were your Hears 
= in this noble and generous Frame, it would not fatisfie you to have 
= gone ſome little thing for GOD: yea, ye would count all ye can do, 
Y Nabe little; And would be ſtill aiming at, and attempting greater 
Things; And ye would not be damped or diſcouraged with Difficulties, 
E Difficulties are the delight and proof of a generous Spirit. A 
2. Get a Bold and Magnanimous Frame, This will make you delight 
9 15 Difficulties, and deſpiſe Dangers. Such a Frame had the 4po/ile Paul, 
1 When he ſaid, Ad, 20. 24. But none of theſe things move me, neither count 
I life dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the 
WW Minifery which I have received of the LORD JESUS. This holie Bold- 
W neſs and Magnanimity is neceſſarie for you, to make you reſolute, in 
your appearing and acting for GOD and His Glory ; and in bearin 
W Witneſs againſt the Blaſphemies, the Atheiſm, the Prophaneneſs = 
Debauchery that abounds in this Generation; And that ye may ſet 
\ | your Face againſt Oppoſition, Dangers and Difficulties, without Fear, 
1 This holy Boldneſs will make you of a firm and undaunted Spirit, what- 
= ever lefal. 
3. Get a mortiſied and ſelf-denyed Frame. Calumnies and Reproaches 
3 Taunts and Scorns, Hatred and III-will from bad Neighbours, Incon” 
E yeniencies and Incumberances and Worldly Loſſes, quench the publick 
Deal of many Profeffors: Therefore ſtudy to be Mortified and Deny- 
Bed to yo.r own Eaſe, your own Intereſts, and your own Credit and 
mutation, lay all theſe down at GOD's Feet; and let none of theſe 
ss be dear t0 you, ſo ye may approve your ſelves unto. GOD 
bur Diligence Zeal and Faithfulneſs in your Duty to him, 5 
1 29% A . | | | | ut 
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And Reforming the Viewus 
- But how ſhall we get ſuch a Frame of Heart ? 
Words. | „„ ge We ET ooo 3 
1. Lament your want of this Frame. Alas, there is great want of 
2 us. Search and ſee wherein ye come ſhort, and mourn over the 
2. Pray much for this Frame. Every good and perfect Gift cometh b 
| from the Father of Lights, Jam. 1. 17. Therefore Pray that He would 
amend what is * and ſupply what is wanting in this matter. 
3. Improve well what GOD gives. Any meaſure of this noble, mags 7 
nanimous and fſelf-denyed Frame you have already received, employ Þ 
the ſame in this piece of Service to GOD we have been calling you to?: 
This is the way to get more; For, to him that hath ſhall be given, and be 
ſhall ha ve abundance, Matth. 25. 29. 3 A 
( 2. ) Study much perſonal Reformation. One way whereby ye are 
called co ſuppreſs Vice and reform the Vicious, is by an exemplary . 7? 
Converſation ſuch as becometh the Goſpel. Therefore, ſtudy to b 
blameleſs and harmleſ;, as the Sens of GOD, without rebuke, in the midſt of | 
« crooked and perverſe Nation; that ſo ye may ſhine among them as lights in 
the world, Philip. 2. 15. 0 ee 2 
, To preſs this, Conſider, 25 + - "Ba 
1. Je eau never be truly Zealius againſt Sin in others, till fir ft ye be Zealous 
againſt Sin in your ſelves. True Zeal againſt Sin, always begins at 
ome. 15 een 
2 If ye your ſelves be Vicious, this will marr your Confidence in dealing 
with.othsrs. How can ye attempt the Reformation of others, without 
ſhame and bluſhing, if ye your ſelves be unreformed? ' ene 
3. If e be viſiblj Faulty your ſelves, then all you can ſay or ds for reforming |} 
others, will have little weight upon their Conſciences. Oh, let it not bes 
ot to you, Caft out the beam out of thine own He. Phyſcian heal thy 
4. If ye allow your ſelves. in any open Vice, ye thereby give others juſs 
ground to conclude, bat in endeavouring to ſuppreſs Vice in them,ye are not atted. 
by right principles, ſuch as Zeal for GOD, hatred of Sin, and Love to cheit 
Souls; But that ye are rather ated by Malice, Hatred and II- will 6 
their Perſons. CFC e +45 en BIT 
(3. ) Obſerve the various Tempers and Diſpoſitions of People, with whom'y 
bave to do, and deal with them accordingly. To this the Apoſtle exhorts\ 
Jude v. 22, 23. And of (ome have Gompaſſion, making a difference. And i 
others ſave with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire, hating even the Garment © 
[potted by the Fl:ſh. As there ought to be a Wile diſcerning between eng 
Offence and another: So, in perfons' guiicy of the fame or like Di 
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Te Det famous Fr 
e, there-ought to be a Wiſe diſcerning between one Offender and 
another... I pray you advert to this; For this is no partiality, or ſin- 
= tal refpe& of Perſons, A Wiſe Phyſician will not preſcrive the ſame 
© Medicines for every Patient; But he alters and varyes his preſcripti- 
ons, according to. the Nature of the Diſeaſe, and the Temper and 
© Conſtitution ofthe Patient. Even ſo it muſt be done here. And, 
1 1. Some are of a more ſoft and tender Diſpofition. And ſuch muſt be more 
W tenderly dealt with. A tender Glaſs is not to be rubbed fo ſore as an 
iron Veſſel, A gentle admonition will Work more upon ſome, than a 
terrible Threatning upon others. A Word will do more with ſome 
than a Blow wich others. I do not hereby plead for an exemption to 
all Perſons of ſoft and tender Diſpoſition, from civil Puniſhments: But 
this I ſay; that a lighter Puniſhment will do more with ſome, than a 
E heavier Puniſhment with otherss Therefore there is great need of much 
fpiritual Wiſdom, which GOD alone can teach you. 
il 2. Some are of a more rugged and pertinacious Diſpoſition And ſuch areto be 
dealt wich, more ſeverely aud roughly. Save them withfear ſaysthe Apoſtle, 
i. e, uſe amore ſevere courſe with them; fright& tercify them, that they may 
be afraid to do any more ſo: And pull them out of the Fire, i. e. Uſe more 
= roughneils toward him: As a man that hath thrown himſelf in the 
Fire, muſt not be gently exhorted, but forcibly pulled out again; So 
| rugged and obſtinate Sinners, who are like to be conſumed in the Fire 
's of their Luſts, muſt be more ſeverelie dealt with, 
[ (100 Study to make it appear that what ye do for ſuppreſſing Vice, is out 
e love to the Souls of Sinners, This is the way to gain them. Though 
the outward Ads of ſin may be reſtrained meerly by the Terror of ci- 
vil puniſhments; yet if Sinners diſcern that you act from a principle in- 
WH conſiſtent withLove to them, this will butharden them the more in their 
WA ſecret love to ſin, and their ſecret Enmity to what is good- Therefore 
\in all the means ye uſe for reforming them, let them ſee your Love, and 
1 that it is not their ſhame, or their worldly Loſs, or their pain and 
Frouble, chat ye aim at, either mainly or ultimatly, but their Refor- 
Hation and Amendment. I would particularly recommend this to Ma- 
Mſtracs, and all ſuch as are entruſted with power to execute the Laws a- 
© Saſt Prophaneneſs, even when ye ſee cauſe topuniſh obſtinate Sinners 
lch more ſeverity, yet labour to convince them that what ye do pro- 
beedeth from a Zeal for the Glory of GOD, and your Love to and 
ee of their poor Souls. O, it would be excellent, if Sinners were in- 
N ructed as well as puniſhed. Ye ſhould not remit this wholly to Mini- 
ers and ruling Elders, but act the part of good Chriſtians in this mat- 
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. ) All that put their bend to this Work would 
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to promote it. As I would have none of you to Tywby as thinking 
the Work may go on without you, or that its but; lictle ye can do 1 
would have all of you to employ any Talent GOD hach ien you thi 
way: So, all who are perſwaded to fet about this Wofk, would ule 
their joint and unite Endeavours to promote this glorious Deſign, Stud 
Unity and Harmony, that ye may not counteract one another, but may-y 
jointly carry on this good Work, by ſuch means as ate proper to each 
you in your Place and Station. And ſuch as are in different Statio 
would ſtudy to Work to one anothers hands, and to ſtrengthen 
Hands of one another, in this common Work. Magiſtrats and others 
that have power to execute any of the Laws, ſhould be faithful and im 
partial, in inflicting civil Penalties and Puniſhments upon prophane and 
vicious Sinners ; And the Elders of the Church, ſhould be vig orous and 
impartial,in the Exerciſe of Church Diſcipline againſt the ſame Perſons. 
For, although the Sentence ofthe Magiſtrats, and the Sentence of the 
Church, be different in theirNatures ; jet theydo exceedingly ſtrengthen 
and add weight to one another. O, when ſhall there be ſuch agweert: 
Harmony between Church and State in this matter ? What a bleffed 
influence might it have upon the Reformation of the Manners of this 
corrupt and degenerate Age ? 23 
( 6, ) Give all due Aiſiſtance and Encouragement to thoſe that are epi 
ed in public Offices ; whether in the Church, fer the Exerciſe of Diſcipline ; Or 
in the State, for the execution of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs. It is in na | 
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power, who are private Chriſtians, either to ſtrengthen their hands 

or to weaken them in the Duties of their Office: And if ye do weak- 
en their hands, ye ſhall anſwer toGODfor it in the day of your accompry;? 
But if ye ſtrengthen their hands, then ye ſhall bear part of che praite | 
and Glory of the bleſſed effects of their noble ende: vours. There are 
ſome who have generouſlie offered their Service to GOD, and to their 
Generation, in the office of Conſtabulary in this place, and are entru- 
ſted with power to execute. moſt of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs 
which they are witneſſes unto. Both the Law of GOD, and the Laws 
of the Nation, do oblidge you to aſſiſt them to your power in the Exe 
cution of their Office, when ye are called by them thereunto. And if 
ye deny your Aſſiſtance in ſuch Circumſtances, as ye will thereby expoſe 
your ſelves to civil Penalties and Puniſhments, ſo ye will contract much 
guilt before GOD. And I would have vou not onlie to aſſiſt them, hut 
to encourage them to go on in that good Vork, which they have ſo hap- 
pilie begun, and to countenance them as Inſtruments of publick good; 
If they be zealous, faithful and impartial, in the exerciſe of their Ofhieg 
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e 1 hope that kbeſe ſhall 
one Al the Reward they expect from you”. 
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LES pour encouraging Aſſiſtance and Count nance. N 
5 T-recommgnd 7 vou, the eftabliſhing of Societies for Reformation of 
Tlͤuac in theſe Societies ſuch Meaſures and Methods may b 
ns d down, a may be judged proper for promoting and carrying oi 
| This glorious Work and Reſign. And let none be admitted Member! 
ieh Socictics, but ſuch as have ſome competency of holy Zeal an 
aud are men of pious and ſober Lives: For one Member, not 


ad 
ii; 
7 | 
8 
* 


. 
5 
2 
yy | = 
3. 


= 
" 


0 
14 04: | 
t the Throne of 


N . 
| 7 
* 


ee muſt be a poſitive Reformation. Therefore labourjby an exemp- 
| Bi holy Converſation, by your Exhortations and Perſwations, and by 
edle Encouragements, to engage People to the Duties of Righte- 
l and Holineſs; That they may not only ceaſe ro do evil, but learn 
ewe, Ea 1 15, 17. This alſo is necetlary for the Glory & 
Sour of GOD, the Advancement of the Kingdom of CHRIST, the = 
pot the Souls of Sinners, and the turning away of the Wrath of es Ah 
metry COD from the Nation and the Place where we live. le 
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